To:
Member Churches of Savannah Presbytery


C/O Pastors, Session Moderators and Clerks of Session

From:
The Coordinating Council’s Stewardship and Finance Sub-Committee

Subj:
2011 End-of-Year Giving and 2012 Giving to the Unified Budget

Date:
11/29/2011

The denominational stewardship theme this year is “Saints Alive! Living Generously”, based upon the Apostle Paul’s encouragement to the church of Corinth (1 Corinthians 16:1-4 NRSV). 

We all desire to be generous to God and to the ministry to which we have been called by Christ Jesus our Lord. The member churches of Savannah Presbytery have given generously to our shared ministry in 2011, in spite of the many challenges we have faced. The Finance and Stewardship sub-committee thanks you on behalf of the council and the presbytery as well.

As we close-out this year we wish to encourage you even further to please do your best in fulfilling your 2011 pledge to the unified budget.  This year we have worked to significantly reduce the budget and streamline our operations while preserving the very best in leadership and the shared ministries that continue to promote our growth, fellowship, and vision. We regard our budgetary work and the corollary work of staff and ministry teams as being not merely transitional but also transformational – God is at work bringing new life, and new possibilities for ministry together. As this transformation continues, we need the support of our member churches like never before.

In the weeks ahead you will be contacted by a representative of the Finance and Stewardship sub-committee for the purpose of reaffirming our relationship as presbyters in our financial support for the work that we do together in the spirit of Christ. To assist in this regard please fill out the form below and return it to the presbytery office by mail, fax, email, or telephone message. This will help us to know who the best person to contact is at your church in regards to these stewardship matters. 
Enclosed is a form for your consideration for your 2012 pledge to the unified budget. Please pray and meditate as individuals and as a leadership group so as to discern your giving commitment for the year ahead. We trust that you will seek that discernment, and indeed, shall be led in a righteous path. 

We thank you, and may we all experience the joy and love as “Saints Alive! Living Generously.”

Finance and Stewardship Contact Person
The following is the best person to contact regarding our church’s support for the work and ministry of Savannah Presbytery.

NAME OF CHURCH: 
_______________________________________________________________________

NAME OF CONTACT PERSON: 

_______________________________________________________________________

(Please Print)

(Home)__________________(Cell)___________________(Work)_________________
(Please provide the telephone numbers you wish us to use for making contact)

________________________________________________________________________

(e-mail address)

________________________________________________________________________

(Please feel free to give any other contact information that you wish.)
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SAVANNAH  PRESBYTERY  
“Reaching Beyond Ourselves”

FINANCIAL SUPPORT REQUEST FOR 2012
(Please return to the Presbytery Office by 01/10/2012)

Church Name:  ______________________________________
	Worksheet for your church’s Unified Pledge:

	   _________  (contributions from 2011)

      x     10%     tithe

= __________   projected financial support of 

                           Savannah Presbytery for 2011
	OR
	     _________  (projected contributions from 2012)

       x     10%      tithe

=   __________   projected financial support of 

                           Savannah Presbytery for 2012

	We are pleased that we are able to MEET a tithe in our financial support of Savannah Presbytery.  We project our support as:


OR
	$_______________

	We are pleased that we are able to EXCEED a tithe in our financial support of Savannah Presbytery.  We project our support as:


OR
	$_______________

	We are moving toward a tithe, but this year we regret that we are unable to reach that point yet.  We want to support Savannah Presbytery in the amount of:
	$_______________


Recognizing our dependence upon God for all that we have and all that we are, we commit to provide the following as our Support for 2012:

Projected Unified Pledge (from worksheet above)
$_________________
Extra Commitment Opportunity Giving to the budget (see reverse side of this form)


Item: _____________________                                                                    $_________________


Item: _________________________             
                                              $_________________

Extra Commitment Opportunity Giving Total                                                              $_________________

TOTAL:                                                                                                                             $_________________
__________________________

____________________________________________
Date approved by Session

Signature of Pastor or Clerk of Session

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

	We are projecting an {increase, decrease, or maintenance} of this year’s level of support for the following reason (please use additional paper as necessary):

	

	

	




Below is a list of the ministry teams of Savannah Presbytery and the work for which they are responsible.  If you would like to make a contribution over and above your unified pledge to help in the work of any of these teams, please enter it under the Extra Commitment Opportunities portion on the reverse side.
Presbytery Council: Serves as the coordinating body of Presbytery.  It coordinates and supports the mission and program of the Presbytery as planned and conducted by the various ministry teams.  It directs, coordinates and promotes the programmatic work of the Presbytery.  Subcommittees: Finance & Stewardship, Session Records, Personnel, Trustees
Church & Polity Ministry Team: This is an umbrella team that does not have its own membership, but encompasses the following committees: Committee on Ministry (COM), Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM), Care of Church Professionals Group (CCP), and Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC).  Each committee or group in this team has its own set of responsibilities.  COM provides pastoral care, administrative support, and governmental oversight to the congregations and pastors in the presbytery.  CPM is responsible for providing support and preparation supervision for Inquirers and Candidates for Ministry, as well as the Lay Pastor Program, which prepares elders for commissioning as Lay Pastors.  CCP is responsible for supporting, celebrating, and educating the all church professionals.  PJC is the judicatory arm of the presbytery, providing guidance on General Assembly actions, and when necessary, holding judicial hearings to sort out conflict in the presbytery.

Education & Training Ministry Team: This team is responsible for education and training of lay leaders through the Church Officer Leadership Training, Leadership Development Conference, and the School of the Laity; providing Christian Education resourcing and support through events such as the Church Educator Leadership Training Seminar, vacation bible school workshops, and curriculum reviews; organizing and/or holding youth events, including Summer Camps, YOUth Connects, Triennium, Faith in 3D, and Montreat Youth Conferences; and providing the presbytery Resource Center.

Evangelism & Transformation Ministry Team: This team is responsible assisting congregational transformation and redevelopment through tools like clustering, networking, and education.  They are assigned with providing a network of communication among churches, and celebrating and sharing the news of positive things happening in the presbytery.  They are also charged with overseeing and guiding new church developments, supporting outreach groups, as well as empowering ministries directed at college students. 

Fellowship & Celebration Ministry Team: This team initiates and encourages communication with and among churches; plans and coordinates the aspects of Fellowship, Celebration and Worship during Presbytery meetings; plans and coordinates fellowship events and other celebrations around the Presbytery; fosters networking among Teams and Churches; encourages faithful stewardship among the Presbytery and Congregations; provide oversight and support to the work of Presbyterian Women.

Mission Ministry Team: This team is responsible for coordinating, supporting, and communicating mission work in the presbytery and among churches, both nationally and internationally, as well as mission programs focusing on hunger, jail ministries, disaster assistance, ecological stewardship, social concerns, and more.  They oversee and support the work of the following organizations: Savannah Presbytery Disaster Assistance, M.K. Pentecost Ecology Fund Committee, Swainsboro Presbyterian Apartments Board of Directors, and Self-Development of People.

Below is a list of additional areas to make a contribution over and above your unified pledge.  If you wish to support any of the following funds or groups, please enter it under the Extra Commitment Opportunities portion on the reverse side.
Jean Breitenhirt Scholarship Fund – provides scholarships to children and youth in need who wish to attend summer camp and youth events
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team – coordinates, supports, communicates, and resources the work of Presbyterian Women in the individual churches

Robert C. Worley School of the Laity Scholarship Fund – provides scholarships to church members in need who wish to enroll in the J. Richard Bass School of the Laity

Savannah Presbytery Disaster Assistance – provides the coordination and financial support to disaster recovery work sponsored by Savannah Presbytery

Swainsboro Presbyterian Apartments – a ministry of Savannah Presbytery that provides HUD approved low income housing to elderly residents
Swainsboro Hispanic Ministry – Works with the migrant hispanic community in providing a church home and food ministry, and other essential services.
3590 Darien Hwy., Suite 8                        home@savannahpresbytery.org               	           912.264.1997


Brunswick, GA 31525		          www.savannahpresbytery.org                                Fax: 912.262.6815








