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GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST! 
 

 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Savannah. We are a “Servant Church in the 

City,” a church where the gospel is proclaimed and God’s word is studied, God’s 

praises are sung and prayers offered, where children learn and we invite others to be 

warmed at the hearth of hospitality. 

 

We are glad you are attending Presbytery’s stated meeting.  Our campus of buildings 

is open and busy every day of the week.  During the week, the Preschool is the 

heartbeat and pulse of life at First and the hallways and play yard echo with the 

laughter of young people.  Sunday mornings, all ages attend classes where they study 

the Bible and seek to apply its lessons to daily living.  Sunday evenings, the youth 

choirs and fellowships meet in Stewart Hall and in the education building. Some of 

you know First’s involvement with homeless ministry and refugee resettlement and 

with a long list of community programs and groups.   

 

I am thrilled at being a part of the ongoing witness of this church, where the joy and 

grace and love of Christ is changing lives.  

 

Stephen Williams 
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Directions to First Presbyterian Church,  
Savannah, Georgia 

 

Proceed on I-16 toward Savannah.  Travel east beyond the I-95 interchange for four miles 

on I-16 towards Savannah.  Take exit #165.  This exit ramp is ½ mile long and arcs 180 

degrees.  It ends in a T-intersection with 37th Street.  Turn left on 37th Street.   Proceed ½ 

mile to an intersection and traffic light at Abercorn Street.  Turn right/south on Abercorn 

Street for about ½ mile.  The intervening streets you cross will increase in number, ie. 38th, 

39th etc.   

 

Turn left or head east on Washington Avenue, which would be 47th Street except the street 

has a name instead of a number.  The church is ½ mile on the left, or north side of 

Washington Avenue.  Use on street parking.  The church does not have a parking lot.   
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History of First Presbyterian Church,  
Savannah, Georgia, 1827 

 

In the spring of 1827 a group of thirteen people (including Lowell Mason, noted organist and 

hymn writer) requested to be dismissed from Independent Presbyterian Church in order to form a 

congregation that would have ties with the great body of Presbyterian churches in the United 

States.  They became the first Presbyterian church in the city to be affiliated with the Presbytery of 

Georgia.   

 

The group met for a few years at Lyceum Hall on Broughton Street near Bull Street.  Then in 

1834, they built their first meeting house, a simple frame structure, a few blocks west on 

Broughton Street.  In 1854 the congregation hired John S. Norris to design a new house of worship 

on Monterey Square.  While the foundation was laid in 1857, construction was halted during the 

years of war.   

 

In the meantime, a Savannah merchant named William G. Foote died and left his estate to the 

congregation.  Due to the war his bequest greatly depreciated and yet the $19,600 that was finally 

received largely paid for the construction of the Monterey Square building.  Today, the annual 

Foote Lecture Series remembers his generosity. The handsome Gothic-inspired edifice of stucco 

over brick was dedicated in 1872.   

 

It was here that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States held its 

national meetings in 1876 and 1909.  This period of First’s history is also interesting since across 

Taylor Street on Monterey Square sat its architectural twin, the Gothic-styled Congregation 

Mickve Israel.  Cordial interfaith relations continue today between the two congregations. 

 Synagogue members keep the nursery at First so all church members can attend Christmas and 

Easter worship services. 

 

In the 1920s, First again decided to relocate.  (The church building was sold and the United Way 

offices stand there today.) Over the next thirty years, the church built its campus on a tract of land 

along Washington Avenue, constructed mostly of Tennessee sandstone.  The 42-rank Schleuter 

pipe organ was dedicated in 2005. 

 

The church has helped organize many Savannah area Presbyterian churches, most recently the 

Savannah Korean Presbyterian Church.  Also, First was the first church in the city to sponsor a 

Habitat for Humanity house. Whether supporting refugee resettlement in Savannah or mission 

workers overseas, the congregation has an impressive record of outreach ministry.  First continues 

to address local concerns of basic human need through such community groups as Backpack 

Buddies, Emmaus House, Family Promise, and the after school program, Urban Hope. With a long 

and distinguished history, First continues to head Christ’s bold summons to be “A Servant Church 

in the City.”   
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Stated Meeting Notes and Announcements 

 

 Handbook: Please print a copy and bring your handbook with you to the meeting. Take time 

to familiarize yourself with the contents of this handbook. Please read all material carefully prior to 

coming to the meeting. Handbooks are posted before each presbytery meeting. In order to be good 

stewards of the presbytery’s resources, we ask that each church print out copies for the pastor, clerk, 

and Elder Commissioner. 

 PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR ELDER COMMISSIONER TO MAKE SURE THAT 

THEY HAVE A COPY OF THIS HANDBOOK.  

If they do not, you can get a copy from the presbytery office, or download it from the website. 

 Excuses: If a Minister or Elder Commissioner cannot attend the meeting, a written request for 

excuse is required. You can email it to bsutton1@savannahpresbytery.org or mail it to Savannah 

Presbytery, 3590 Darien Highway, Suite 8, Brunswick, GA 31525. 

 Registration & Lunch: Registration begins at 9:00 AM. Lunch will be served around noon at a 

cost of $12.00. PLEASE BRING A CHECK OR EXACT CHANGE.  

 Session Minutes Readings: Minutes are no longer read during the Stated Meeting. Please 

complete the Minutes checklist, find another clerk and swap minutes. Bring your signed checklist to 

Stated Clerk, Russell Gladding for his records and signature.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Minutes of the last Stated Meeting are on our website, 

www.savannahpresbytery.org. These will be voted for approval at the Stated Meeting, please 

download and review these prior to the presbytery meeting in preparation to vote for their approval. If 

you are unable to get them from the website, a paper copy can be provided by the presbytery office. 

Please contact Beth Sutton at 912-264-1997 or bsutton1@savannahpresbytery.org. 
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Docket 

620th Session of Savannah Presbytery, Winter Stated Meeting 
May 23, 2017 

We are called by God to this Time and Place.  

We gather in Worship to praise God for all we are and are to be.  

We seek to honor God in the work we do this day,  

for all moments are holy as we seek God’s will for God’s Church.  

We welcome all to this gathering and seek to fellowship together as we celebrate the 

gift of all life and of our individual lives by God’s grace.  

May you find today that you have been blessed  

through the ordinary as well as in the extraordinary,  

for we are standing, in all our days, on Holy Ground! 

9:00 AM Registration Begins   

9:15 AM First Time Commissioner Orientation – RE Jean Vernon  

9:50 AM Opening Prayer and Call to Order – Moderator Johnye Gillans 11 

10:00 AM 
Worship – The Reverend Dr. Charles B. “Chip” Hardwick,  
Director of Theology, Formation, and Evangelism,  
Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 

10:50 AM 

Welcome & Organization – Moderator Johnye Gillans 
 Quorum & Appointment Standing Committees 
 Introduction of First Time Attendees and Visitors 
 Requests for Voice on the Floor - Approved 
 Approval of Minutes: February 17, 2017(as submitted online) -     
Approved 
 Docket/Handbook/Adoption of Docket - Approved 

 

11:00 A Service of Honorable Retirement of  
The Reverend Dr. Heahwan Rim: Russell Gladding, Johnye Gillans 

 

11:15 AM Presentation – Dr. Hardwick, The Future of the Church/ Discerning the 
Mind of Christ – Small group discussions in the sanctuary 

 

12:45PM Lunch   

1:35PM 
Reconvene with Song and Prayer 
Dissolution of the Charter and Dismissal of the congregation of First 
Presbyterian Church, Waycross, Georgia  

 

1:45 PM Report of the General Presbyter, Stated Clerk, & Treasurer  13 

2:10PM Vote on the Amendments to the PC (U.S.A.) Constitution  

3:1o PM Report of Savannah Presbytery Council 
RE Jean Vernon, Moderator 

23 

3:15 PM Report of the Finance and Stewardship Committee 
RE Paul Scott 

 

3:20PM Reports of Teams and Committees (See Written Reports; Verbal Reports 
for Action Items Only*) 

24 



May 2017 Stated Meeting Handbook  7 

 Committee on Ministry – TE Andy Meeker 
 Committee on Preparation for Ministry – TE Dan Lewis 

 Discipleship Renewal & Transformation & Education and 
Training Team TEs Will Shelburne and Jamil el-Shair 

3:40PM Report of Presbyterian Women – RE Molly McCarthy 27 

3:5oPM Special Reports 
 Sherry Bozardt, Thornwell Home for Children 

 

3:55PM Committee on Resolution and Thanks  

4:00PM Adjourn with Prayer  

 

*Action items are those that either require a vote of the Presbytery or are important 

invitations for participation within the Presbytery.   
 

Save the Dates 

 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Fall Stated Meeting 

First Presbyterian Church, Darien 

Darien, Georgia 

 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Winter Stated Meeting 

Jekyll Island Community Presbyterian Church 

Jekyll Island, Georgia 
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Savannah Presbytery Commissioners 

Church 
Minister Members Serving 
Churches 

Ruling Elder 
Commissioner(s) 

Allenhurst Ben Beasley Jean Ann Lingle 

Altama Trip McKinnon Suellen Berry 

Blackshear Hampton Williams Sonny Bowen (alt. TonyBatten) 

Brunswick Second **Benjamin Holmes, CRE          Absent  

Butler Memorial Don Johnson Al Mullice 

Christ  Kenneth McKenzie, Stated Supply Bob Wray 

English Eddy VACANT  

Faith Mary Beene, Stated Supply  

First, Brunswick Chris Noyes Al Coty 

First, Darien Richard Grice, Stated Supply Sally DeLoach 

First, Douglas VACANT Grace James 

First, Eastman Louis Buckner, CRE, Supply  

First, Midway Jamil el-Shair  

First, Saint Marys Rick Douylliez Jim Conner 

First, Savannah Stephen Williams  Paul Pressly (alt. Carter Eagle) 

 William Shelburne, Associate Pastor  

First, Statesboro Dan Lewis Ann Henderson 

Flemington Greg Loskoski                             Absent Hazel Stafford 

Fort Frederica Danny Grace, CRE, Stated Supply Doug Alexander 

Grant Chapel *Jimmie Sanders, Supply Absent  

Henry Memorial W. Mark George Eileen Buckhouse 

Jekyll  Bert Cramer, Stated Supply Jim McKenna 

Jesup Pete Ullmann Ed Exley 

McGregor Wayne McDaniel, Stated Supply Absent  

McRae *Norwood Davidson, Supply       Absent  

Metter **Joe Anderson, CRE                  Absent Julie Hall 

Montgomery John Ruehl Linda Stokes 

Peabody Heights *David Muntford, Stated Supply Absent  

Riceboro *Janet Odegaard, Supply              Absent  

Richmond Hill VACANT Rodney Denmark 

Saint Simons (2) Bob Brearley, Co-Pastor Anna Henry 

Alan Dyer, Co-Pastor Carol Snyder 

Jann Briscoe, Parish Associate  

Skidaway Island Jeff Garrison Shelly Barquist 

Iglesia Latina at Swainsboro Ozeas Silva, Stated Supply  Tania Rodrigues 

Vidalia *Ron Gilreath, Part-Time Interim Marcia Suber 

Walthourville VACANT  

Washington Street Ricky Porter,                              Excused Lois Stroman 

White Bluff Eric Beene Ruth Love 

Wilmington Island Andy Meeker Judy Walker 

* indicates a non-voting minister as Interim or Supply who is not a member of Savannah Presbytery 

** indicates a Commissioned Ruling Elder whose vote counts as an Elder Commissioner, not as a Minister 

Commissioner  
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Voting Minister Members 
 

 

 

*Active Minister Members 
Members serving Validated Ministries beyond the 

jurisdiction of the church (G-2.0503) 

 

Nelle Bordeaux, Outreach/New Member Pastor at 

Wesley Monumental UMC  ............................. 

Rachel Greiner, Chaplain, Memorial Hospital ....... 

 Excused 

Deannie Strength, Parish Associate SIPC 

Stuart Fletcher, Savannah Korean PC .................... 

Heahwan Rim, Synod Executive ............. Excused 

Choongyun Yu, Pastor, Immanuel PC ................... 

Proctor Chambless, Interim, Cornelia PC .............. 

 

Honorably Retired Members 
Grady Allison ........................................................  

Bob Allman ...........................................................  

Art Bishop .............................................................  

John Bressler .........................................................  

George Brink, Missionary .....................................  

Don Dilley .............................................................  

Tom Dunlap ..........................................................  

**Richard Grice ....................................................  

Harry Horne ..........................................................  

Larry Kennon ........................................................  

John Law ...............................................................  

Diane Lovin ...........................................................  

Bob Morgan ..........................................................  

Bill Platt ................................................................  

**Wayne McDaniel ..............................................  

Thomas Mueller ....................................................  

Carl Schlich ...........................................................  

Steve Tisinger ........................................................  

Jessie Truvillion ....................................................  

 

*Members at Large (G-2.0503B) 
Ed Ayers ................................................................  

Fairy Caroland ......................................... Excused 

Susan Lewis .............................................. Absent 

Claire Williams ......................................... Absent 

Kathy Parchem ........................................... Present 

**Listed also as a pastor of church 

***Listed also as Elder Commissioner 

Other Voting Members 
*Officer of the Presbytery 

Russell Gladding, General Presbyter/Stated 

Clerk/Treasurer 

 

*Presbytery Council 

** Johnye Gillans, Moderator 

Jean Vernon, Moderator of Council 

**Alan Dyer 

Paul Scott 

John Law 

**Andy Meeker 

Kathi Parchem 

Ed Ayers 

**Will Shelburne 

**Ben Beasley 

**Jamil el-Shair 

Molly McCarthy, PW President 

 

Nonvoting Guests 
Presbytery Personnel 

Liz Richardson ........... Business Administrator 

Beth SuttonStaff Associate – Communications 

 

TOTALS 
Voting Minister Members .................. 30 

Voting Elder Commissioners .............. 27 

Voting Commissioned Lay Pastors ...... 2 

Other Voting Members ......................... 5 

Other Attendees & Visitors ................ 11 

Total ................................................... 75 
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Call to Order & Opening Prayer 
Moderator Johnye Gillans 

 

 

Worship 
The Reverend Dr. Charles B. “Chip” Hardwick,  

Director of Theology, Formation, and Evangelism, Presbyterian Mission Agency  
 

Welcome & Organization 
Moderator Johnye Gillans 

 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 
In Honor of the Retirement of Rev. Dr. Heahwan Rim 

 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
People: God’s love is everlasting. 
Leader: Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
People: Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
Leader: For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen and 

unseen splendors. 
People: Thank you, God. 
Leader: For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for exchanges of 

good humor and encouragement; 
People: Thank you, God. 
Leader: For the church into which we have been called; for the good news we receive by Word 

and Sacrament; for our life together in the Lord. 
People: Thank you, God. 
Leader: For the gifts of Christian ministry given to your servant Heahwan Rim; 
People: Thank you, God. 
Leader: Celebrating the years of his labor in the fields of our Lord, and rejoicing in the blessings so 

many have received through his ministry; 
People: We praise you, O God. 
Leader: For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; and whose 

power enables our ministries to bear fruit; 
People: We praise you, O God. 
Leader: Above all, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again for our 

salvation; for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him; 
People: We thank and praise you, Eternal God, for all your goodness to us.     
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
People: God’s love is everlasting. 
Leader:   In the name of Jesus Christ, we meet as a Presbytery to recognize the Honorable 

retirement of Heahwan Rim and in accordance with the constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and the action of this Presbytery.  We count it a privilege to take this 
opportunity to express our appreciation of the faithful service which this servant of Jesus 
Christ has rendered to the Church. 
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AFFIRMATION RESPONSES FROM THE PRESBYTERY COLLEAGUES 
 
DECLARATION OF HONORABLE RETIREMENT 
Leader: Beloved in Christ, in as much as God has brought you to years of Christian Maturity in the 

gospel Ministry and you have now requested retirement, Savannah Presbytery, in 
granting your request, desires to make public acknowledgement of our appreciation for 
your service to Christ’s Church. 

 
Words of appreciation and best wishes have been directed to you across the years and in 
this meeting today.  It is my privilege as General Presbyter of this Presbytery to grant you 
the status of Honorably Retired, and to say for all of us:  Continue to go into the world in 
peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve 
the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
On behalf of Savannah Presbytery, I extend the right hand of fellowship and invite the 
Presbytery to stand and join in the right hand of fellowship by means of applause.  

  
*LITANY OF INTERCESSION 
 
Leader: Almighty God, our creator, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who so loved the 

world that he gave Himself for it, we give you hearty thanks for your servant, Heahwan, 
who has labored long and well in your service.  Give him a sense of fulfillment and 
completion, a time of refreshment and rest, and new opportunities for living the good 
news of your love in Jesus Christ. 

People: We thank you for all who have learned to know the risen Christ through his preaching and 
example.  We thank you for all who have been drawn closer to Christ because of his 
Ministry. 

Leader: Hear now our prayers for loved ones, who have stood at his side across the years and for 
the church which has been strengthened by his faithfulness.  Grant him satisfaction as 
they recall difficult tasks accomplished, life’s lessons learned, and persons touched by his 
ministry. 

People: Continue to grant him and his loved ones, O God, a full measure of your grace until that 
day when all of us shall praise you face to face and hear in heaven your final word, “well 
done, good and faithful servants,” through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 

Presentation 
Dr. Hardwick, The Future of the Church/ Discerning the Mind of Christ 

Small group discussions in the sanctuary 
 

Lunch  
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Reconvene with Song and Prayer 
Dissolution of the Charter and Dismissal of the Congregation of  

First Presbyterian Church, Waycross, Georgia  
 

 

Report of the General Presbyter 
CRE Russell Gladding 

 

We gather here today in this historic church which continues to faithfully be a servant congregation in the 

city if Savannah.  We look forward to a wonderful day of Worship and work together.   

 

We welcome our friend and colleague, Chip Hardwick from the Presbyterian Mission Agency, as he 

preaches for us and guides us into our future as one part of the Church, known as Savannah Presbytery.  

May we recognize through his presence here today, the importance of our Presbyterian connection, across 

all social, economic, racial, gender and political barriers, as we are first, members of the Body of Christ in 

this part of God’s Church known as the Presbyterian Church (U. S.A.).  

 

Today we will be Honorably Retiring the Rev. Dr. Heahwan Rim.  He has served the PC USA with 

distinction at all levels of our denomination. We continue to keep Heahwan, a member of Savannah 

Presbytery in our prayers as he continues to fight the illness that keeps him from being here today. 

 

We will continue to look at our financial challenges led by an able and committed Finance and 

Stewardship Committee, enabled and supported by the Savannah Presbytery Council.  We pray for 

guidance as we look for new additional ways we may embrace, in order to fund the ministries here as a 

part of God’s mission in southeast Georgia. 

 

Today you will hear of our moving forward in faith through plans to better engage, encourage, and equip 

the members and congregations in our Presbytery through the education of discipleship, which is our 

calling from the risen Christ. The remainder of 2017 is devoted to our “Try it, Fix it, Change it” strategy.  

We will be working to see how two of our ministry teams may work as a single unit.  The Education and 

Training Team will be merged with the Discipling, Renewal, and Transformation Team.  The Rev. Dr. 

Jamil el-Shair will be leading this team, with the Rev. Will Shelburne and others continuing to take the 

lead in planning and executing the quality programs, Leadership Development, School of the Laity, and 

Summer Camp, that our presbytery continues to hold as important for our education and ministry.  Jamil 

will become a part-time staff member in his role of providing resources for discipleship training 

throughout our three districts. 

 

We also will be trying out a new charter for our Mission Ministry Team.  The Rev. Stephen Tisinger will 

take on the Chair of this team as a part-time member of the staff at Savannah Presbytery.  While holding 

on to the ministries of Thornwell and Montreat Youth Conference, we will look at other ministries 

including, a look at global mission opportunities as well as those opportunities for community ministry 

through mission trips.  We believe that this will create a new and refreshing way of being and doing hands 

on ministry, even as we continue to give of our financial resources to these mission efforts. 

 

There will be no financial impact during this current 2017 year as we try out this new model.  We hope to 

find out what is working and fix, tweak, if possible, what is not.  If the plan is not working, we will not be 

afraid to change it to something that will. Our goal is in these six-month to come up with a model that will 

become part of our 2018 and beyond plans and budget. 
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Change is sometimes scary and often resisted.  We have spent all of 2016 and half of 2017 getting 

ourselves to understand that we must change from our current model.  I have told you that if you want me 

and if my health remains good I will stay through 2019 in my capacity as “Slash,” AKA GP/SC/Treasurer.  

My compensation package will begin to be modified in 2018 as we move to bring in these new staff 

positions.  There may be other budget considerations that we will look at as we move forward.  My goal, 

and that of your Council, is to make this transition prior to the time when I will not be here.  We hope and 

have faith that our planning ahead may be following our God’s plan that is in place already, as God waits 

for us. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

  

Report of the Stated Clerk 
CRE Russell Gladding 

 

Information 
• At the Spring Stated Meeting, May 23, 2017, no more than one hour be allotted for the report of the 

Savannah Presbytery Council and discussion and voting on the amendments. This hour shall be divided 

allotting ten minutes for SP Council report, fifty minutes for amendments to the Book of Order. That 

discussion shall rotate back and forth between pro and con positions, and no one person speak on any 

amendment more than once. Unless otherwise requested we will vote by a show of hands. A simple 

majority of the votes cast will determine whether the presbytery is for or against any amendment. 

 

• Per the above information, the members of the Savannah Presbytery Council, replacing the Permanent 

Judicial Commission, will present a summary of the proposed Amendments to the Constitution from the 

222nd General Assembly 

 

•  Nominations for Ruling and Teaching Elder Commissioners and for Young Adult Advisory Delegate 

are requested from individuals and congregations for the 223rd General Assembly in St Louis next 

summer, June 16 – 23, 2018.  Upon request, the Stated Clerk will send the information on how to make 

your nominations or your individual request to do this important work of our national church. The 

Commissioners and YAAD will be elected at the October 2017 Stated Meeting. 

 

• This following information was in the Stated Clerk’s Report at the February 2017 Stated Meeting.  

To date, I have received only six Terms of Call.  Pastors and Clerks of Session are responsible for 

compliance with our Presbyterian Polity and with the Committee on Ministry of Savannah 

Presbytery.  We need you to get this done. 

 

Pastor Terms of Call for 2017 are due no later than February 28, 2017.  They should be sent to the Stated 

Clerk, preferably electronically, or if necessary, via US Mail.  This is part of the presbytery’s oversight, 

through its COM, to ensure Pastors are paid fairly an in accordance with the policies of Savannah 

Presbytery.  These documents will not be published by the presbytery and will be held in confidence by the 

Stated Clerk.  

 

• We welcome Sherry Bozardt to our Stated Meeting today and request she be given voice on the floor in 

today’s meeting. 
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Report of the Treasurer 
CRE Russell Gladding 

The Savannah Presbytery continues to be in solid financial condition with a Current Ratio of 40 to 1 as of 

March 31, 2017.   You will note on the Balance Sheet the amount of $56,063.25 in #03 – Selected Money 

Market.  This is the money which came to the Presbytery when the Lyons, Hinesville and Waycross 

churches left the PC (U.S.A.).  This amount is after moving the amounts required for the 2017 pledges of 

these funds.  You will note that as you see the pledges and income in the Profit and Loss Statement. 

 

In your handbook, today you have two Profit and Loss Statements.  The first is a First Quarter, 2017 

statement.  The second is a statement through May 8, 2017 of giving and expenditures in relation to the 

annual pledges and expenses.   Please take note of the red zeroes in the Budget column.  You may also 

note that some of the churches with a zero in the budget are giving to the Presbytery on a regular basis.  

This discrepancy could be that a written pledge on the Presbytery form has not been sent to the Presbytery.  

Due to some misunderstandings in previous years we will no longer print verbal pledges.  Those churches 

giving are asked to send the form to the Presbytery so we may reflect on future statements.  Those who 

have already done this and are reflected in the YTD statement are thanked for this help.  Those churches 

not pledging or giving are encouraged to find something within the line items of the budget that you can 

support and show your support of the connectional church as Presbyterians have always done. 

 

You will see that the net income moved from a negative $26,231.63 at the end of March to a positive 

$31,738.24 by May 8th.  Pledge income increased $52,833.88 with $19,694.26 coming from the three 

dismissed churches. So, while we had a good April and eight days in May, this picture is not something 

we want to get too excited about.  Our expenses for the year are paid at a percentage of about 34%, which 

is where it should be through April.  However, our income is shown at 48.23% or nearly one half of what 

we can expect given our unified pledge and miscellaneous income projections. 

 

With the pledges, we hope will be formalized very soon and one additional grant of $25,000, we should 

show a projected budget deficit of about $15,000 to $20,000 instead of the $61,000 shown today To bring 

this budget in, it will take all of us looking at our giving while we are asking the council, staff and teams 

to watch their expenditures and keep them lower than the budgeted amount if possible.   

 

Let us not forget our greatest resource, as we continue to work together.  May our prayers be raised to our 

God, who has provided and continues to give us all we need for each of us and for God’s Church.  
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Vote on the Amendments to the PC (U.S.A.) Constitution 
16-A Child and Youth Protection Policy On Amending G-3.0106 (Item 05-09)   Approved 

 

16-B Parity in Committees On Amending G-3.0109 (Item 06-05)  Approved 

 

16-C Ordered Ministry Titles (Item 06-08; Recommendations 1 through 8) Approved 

 

16-C.8. Minister of the Word and Sacrament On Amending W-4.4001a (Item 06-08, Recommendation 8) 

Approved 

 

16-D. Relationship to the PC (USA) of a Person Who Has Renounced Jurisdiction of the Church (Item 06-

10, Recommendations 1 and 2) Approved 

 

16-D.1. On Amending G-2.0509 (Item 06-10, Recommendation 1) Approved 

 

Amendment 16-D.2. On Amending D-10.0401 (Item 06-10, Recommendation 2) Approved 

 

Amendment 16-E. Certified Service Requirements On Amending G-2.1101 (Item 06-15) Approved 

 

Amendment 16-F. The Ministry of Members On Amending G-1.0304 (Item 09-11) Approved 

 

Amendment 16-G. Access to the Lord’s Table On Amending W-2.4011a. and b. (Item 14-03) Approved 

 

Amendment 16-H. Directory for Worship On Replacing the Current Directory for Worship (Item 14-04) 

Approved 

 

 

 

 

Savannah Presbytery Council 
RE Jean Vernon 

Information: 
 

• The 2020 Visioning Team chaired by Alan Dyer and Ben Beasley is recruiting team members as 

we look to the third decade of this 21st Century.  The task is to ask questions such as Who are we 

as Savannah Presbytery?  What are we about?  Where is God leading Savannah Presbytery?  

 

• The Task Force Team charged with finding ways to fund the 2017 budget short fall chaired by 

Rick Douylliez has added members Paul Scott and Judy Walker.  Their work is beginning and they 

will be suggesting ways to raise funds with a final report to the presbytery no later than its October 

Stated Meeting in Darien. 

 
Recommendations:   
 

• The Savannah Presbytery recommends the Presbytery approve moving forward with a new model 

idea.  This new model would consist of a three part-time presbyter model: one for Discipleship and 

Education, one for Mission, and one as Head of Staff and working in the area of Church and Polity 

(COM and CPM.)  The “Try it, Fix it, Change it” approach would be used during the remainder of 

2017 and would be devoted to a partial implementation of the plan during this test period, with a 
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full implementation of the developed model in 2018.  There are no financial implications for the 

2017 testing period. 

 

Finance & Stewardship Committee 
RE Paul Scott 

 
Information:  
 

• The Finance and Stewardship Committee made the decision to begin in August, 2017 to actively 

engage the Sessions and congregations of our churches in education about the ministry and 

mission of Savannah Presbytery. This would include printed materials suitable for “Minutes for 

Mission” during Sunday worship.  Emphasis would be given to what the Presbytery does to 

engage, encourage and equip its member congregations to do things they cannot do by themselves, 

and how their pledges and gifts to Savannah Presbytery help us to continue in these efforts but also 

help their sister churches who may not have the as many resources as they do. 

 

• Stewardship will be promoted as a continual Spiritual practice, both individually and corporately, 

as opposed to a once a year four-week period. We hope to conclude the promotion so that at the 

October Stated Meeting in Darien we may as member congregations send our Commissioners with 

their pledges for the 2018 budget 

 

• Ruling Elder Mike Kennedy will chair this effort assisted by the members of the Finance and 

Stewardship Committee. We hope you will open your doors and your hearts as we seek to continue 

to be good stewards of all od God’s good gifts. 

 

 

Team & Committee Reports with Recommendations 
 

Report of Committee on Ministry 
TE Rev. Andy Meeker, Chair 

 
Action by the Presbytery: 
The Committee on Ministry recommends, if the way be clear, that Savannah Presbytery approve the call 

of Rev. Dr. Ken McKenzie to serve as the pastor (half-time) of Christ Presbyterian Church of Pooler, 

noting that the terms of call are below the minimum standards established by the presbytery for a half time 

call.   

 

Rationale: 

Rev. McKenzie has been serving as the part-time stated supply pastor at Christ Church since 2011.  

It is the desire of Rev. McKenzie and the church that this “temporary” pastoral relationship be 

changed to a “called and installed” position.  Our Form of Government permits this kind of 

change, but it takes a three-fourths vote of approval by the presbytery (G-2.0504c).   

Approved 

 

For Action by Churches and Pastors:  
The COM requires that all pastors’ 2017 Terms of Call be reported to the Committee on Ministry.  May 1st 

was the deadline, but as of May 10th, only nine have been submitted.  These will not be published, but will 

be reviewed by the COM to make sure they are in compliance with our Presbytery’s minimum standards.  

Get them in to Russell! 
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Information: 

• Approved the part-time stated supply relationship between Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church 

and Rev. Ed Ayers, to commence on June 1, 2017. 

• Approved the service of Rev. Deanie Strength as Parish Associate at Skidaway Presbyterian 

Church. This is a part-time position that begins May 21, 2017.  Further, COM changed Rev. 

Strength’s status from “Member-at-Large” to “Active Minister Member Serving in a Validated 

Ministry” of Savannah Presbytery. 

• The temporary supply relationship between First Presbyterian Church, Waycross and Rev. Proctor 

Chambless has come to a close. Rev. Chambless is now serving as the interim pastor at First 

Presbyterian Church in Cornelia, GA. 

• Approved a request to have Ruling Elder John Harrington replace Ruling Elder Betty Harrington 

on the Administrative Commission in place at First Presbyterian Church, Eastman (other members 

of the AC are Teaching Elders Rick Douylliez, First St. Marys, and Mark George, Henry 

Memorial).  Further, approved the AC’s request to form an “apprentice session” to help carry out 

the mission and ministry of the congregation. 

• First Presbyterian Church, Douglas and Vidalia Presbyterian Church are both actively circulating 

their Ministry Information Forms as they seek their next pastors. 

• COM approved the appointment of a taskforce to review the presbytery’s “Reconciliation and 

Dismissal” policy.  Members of the taskforce will be chosen from those who were on a 

presbytery discernment team.  

• Altama Presbyterian Church is actively working with “Project Regeneration,” a program of the 

Presbyterian Foundation.  Several other churches in Savannah Presbytery have begun 

conversations with the Foundation as well.   

• The COM continues to work with other ministers and churches in our Presbytery as they seek to 

discern the Holy Spirit’s direction for their ministries. 

• A shout-out to the hardworking, dedicated members of the Committee on Ministry: Brenda 

Harrelson, Faith; Lois Stroman, Washington Street; Pete Ullman, Jesup; Steve Tisinger, Honorably 

Retired; Bob Brearley, St. Simons; Jean Vernon, First, Brunswick; Ed Ayers, Richmond Hill, 

Stephen Williams, First, Savannah; Hampton Williams, Blackshear 

 

Report of Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
TE Dan Lewis, Co-Chair & TE Alan Dyer, Co-Chair 

No Written Report. 

 

• Trey Haddon graduated from Austin Theological Seminary and is beginning Memorial Hospital 

Clinical Pastoral Care. 

• Russell Gladding was approved as an Inquirer. 

• Betsy Stowe approved to be enrolled as a Candidate. 

 

 

 
Report of the Discipleship Renewal & Transformation 

TE Jamil el-Shair, Chair 
  

For Information: 
 

DIRT is in the process of renewal and transformation.  Part of this process is surveying the team members.  

The survey is as follows: 
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1. My church is in the Savannah Presbytery District 1  2  3 (circle your choice). 

2. Do you have contacts in each church in your district responsible for church 

renewal/transformation?  yes   no  (circle your choice) 

3. Do you have contacts in each church in your district responsible for church 

renewal/transformation? yes   no  (circle your choice) 

4. Would you be willing to coordinate a quarterly workshop and meeting in and for you 

district on discipleship, renewal and or transformation?  yes   no  (circle your choice) 

5. Would you support and participate in a quarterly workshop and meeting of the 

Discipleship, Renewal, and Transformation Team?   yes   no  (circle your choice) 

6. Comments: 

 

Visits to each church to identify the discipleship, renewal, and transformation resources and 

needs of the churches in each district is in process. 

 

Crosswalk, New Worshipping Community, is engaged in ministry with people with special 

gifts.  They are conducting a Circle of Friends worship service weekly. 

 

Special thanks to First Brunswick, Jekyll, and St. Simons Churches for the spiritual and 

material support of Crosswalk. 

 

Altamaha Presbyterian Church – Be in prayer with Altamaha Presbyterian Church as they enter 

the Regeneration Program with the assistance of the Presbyterian Foundation.  They are in the 

process of discerning how to best utilize their resources to become financially sustainable and 

healthy as they honor God’s call for their next season of ministry. 

 

Report of the Presbytery African American Churches 

Rev. J J Sanders, Acting Moderator 

 

Grant Chapel Presbyterian Church held their 127th Church Anniversary.  The worship 

service was filled with celebrants worshiping God and praising God for what has been done 

and continues at Grant Chapel. 

 

Midway First Presbyterian Church will host a workshop on effectively using 

accompaniment recorded music in worship services June 17, 2017, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  All 

participating churches will receive an accompaniment CD, learn how to use recorded music for 

congregational, choir, and liturgical/praise dance.  There will be ample opportunity during the 

workshop to practice the skills being taught. Dr. Emily Crawford-Sanders is the workshop 

leader. 
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Mission Ministry Team 
TE Ben Beasley, Chair 

 

The Mission Ministry Team will be taking on a new look as the Rev. Stephen Tisinger joins and will 

Chair our Mission Ministry Team. Stephen is Honorably Retired having served in Baltimore Presbytery 

prior to moving to Savannah.  He also works with Wesley Monumental United Methodist Church on their 

mission work, and with his experience we believe he will be an important asset in helping our Mission 

Ministry Team coordinate some valuable mission trips, both locally and internationally!  

 

The Mission Ministry Team also reports that our Savannah Presbytery trip to Montreat for the Montreat 

Youth Conference, June 4-10, is in its final stages of preparation. We currently have 20 youth and 7 adults 

going from 7 different churches in our Presbytery. We are looking forward to another great trip to 

Montreat! 

 

Report on Education and Training Team 
TE Will Shelburne, Chair 

 

Information 
School of the Laity: Please encourage anyone who might be interested in entering the program to sign up 

this week for the Class of 2019. The deadline was May 19th, but registrations are still being accepted. 

Classes begin June 9th.  

 

Summer Camp is coming together; registration forms and information are available on the Presbytery 

website. The theme for this year’s camp is All Things New! Look What God is Doing and our guiding 

scripture is Isaiah 43:19-21: “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 

will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert…” The early bird deadline has passed but there 

is still time to sign up, but please do so ASAP. We are still in need of counselors and a lifeguard, please 

contact Proctor Chambless or Beth Sutton to indicate your interest.  

 

2018 Leadership Development Conference is set for February 16-17. Our keynote speaker is Dr. 

Christine Yoder, Presbyterian minister and Old Testament professor at Columbia Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Yoder is a gifted and engaging teacher who is particularly interested in wisdom literature of the Old 

Testament. The Education & Training team will be recruiting workshop leaders in the coming months. 
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Other Committee Reports 
 

Report on Presbyterian Women 
RE Molly McCarthy 

 

It has been sixteen years since the Savannah Presbytery PW hosted the Synod PW Coordinating Team. 

This meeting has been on our calendar for over a year. Special thanks for the PW’s that were there to help 

in making this meeting special to all that attended. The meeting was held at White Bluff, with their Men of 

the Church serving our meal and help from PW’s at Allenhurst, Faith and White Bluff. We started with 

dinner on Friday night, then went into our meeting and then finished the rest of our meeting on Saturday 

morning. The one thing we try to do is get a group photo of all that attends for our history and social sites 

we are on. Some came early to tour our city! 

 

In the months to come Savannah PW will be working on the plans for our Fall Gathering that will be held 

at Montgomery PC, Saturday, September 30th. More information will be forth coming in August after 

plans have been discussed and worked on by the Savannah CT and Montgomery PW.  

 

Our Bible Study for next year (2016-2017) will be “Cloud of Witnesses”, The Community of Christ in 

Hebrews. Our author is Melissa Bane Sevier, with Sung Hee Chang as Suggestions for Leader Author. Art 

work by Irene Kordalis Pedersen. What’s interesting is none of these ladies have met in the planning of 

our lessons. Each brings her own ideas in putting this together. For more information visit: 

www.presbyterianwomen.org or contact Molly. 

 
 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
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Special Reports 
 

Thornwell Home for Children 
Sherry Bozardt 

As always, Thornwell Home for Children thanks Savannah Presbytery for their unwavering support and 

love, as our program and participation grows and develops. More importantly is the commitment from 

churches that join us in our new and existing programs. White Bluff has been supportive as Rev. Eric 

Beene illustrates. Rev. Beene has met with the low income Building Families participants. This program 

helps families in distress in our Synod. Families specialists meet with families where they are, offering 

parenting and conflict training. In this, and other ways, both White Bluff PC and Montgomery PC can 

build on the relationship the Presbytery has with Thornwell. Please continue to remember us throughout 

2017 with your spiritual and financial support. 

 
 

 

Committee on Resolution and Thanks 
RE Lois Stroman 

 

Whereas…Presbyterians from near and far gathered in the sacred space of First Presbyterian Church 

Savannah and were called to worship acknowledging our seeking the vision of God through the sounds of 

our faith, through the voices of children, and the powerful reminder of our “decently and in order dis-

order”. 

Whereas…we recognized the honorable retirement of our faithful servant of God, the Reverend Heahwan 

Rim. 

Whereas…we journeyed with the Reverend Chip Hardwick tracing the history of our faith tradition and 

shared with one another our own vision for the future of the Church and how we might discern the mind 

of Christ. 

Whereas…The Reverend Ed Ayers helped us move from one moment to the next in celebrating the 

witness and mission of FPC Waycross and dismissing them as a congregation of Savannah Presbytery. 

Whereas…Decently and in good order (with our pink slips), Savannah Presbytery approved the 

amendments to the PCUSA constitution. 

Whereas…the work and mission of Savannah Presbytery continues through its teams of dedicated 

presbyters. 

Whereas…we celebrated the call of Christ Church to The Reverend Ken McKenzie as pastor, and the call 

of The Reverend Dan Lewis to the FPC of Wilmington, NC. 

Whereas…we joyfully received Betsy Stowe as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry with our prayers for 

peace and continued discernment. 

Whereas…may it be resolved on this 23rd day of May in the year of our Lord 2017 the 620th session of 

Savannah Presbytery gives thanks…and in the words of our host pastor the Reverend Stephen Williams, 

“May we leave this place ‘thrilled’ at being an on-going witness of Christ, where his joy, grace, and love 

continues to change lives.” 
 

 
Adjournment with Prayer 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
Russell B. Gladding 

 

 

Save the Dates 

 

Fall Stated Meeting 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

First Presbyterian Church of Darien 

 

Winter Stated Meeting 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Jekyll Island Community Presbyterian Church 

Jekyll Island Georgia 


