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The General Presbyter's Corner
How do we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? (Psalm 137)
That was the question the children of Israel asked when they were instructed to sing to the
Lord during their captivity in Babylon. It was a time when they believed God to be in a
different place, Jerusalem. It was a dark time in a strange land.
For over a year, we have been living in a dark time and a strange land. On Palm Sunday we
sang Hosannas, but did not our breath catch knowing that eight, primarily Asians, had
been murdered that very week in Georgia and ten people gunned down at a King Soopers
in Colorado? Even now the trial for the murder of George Floyd is underway reminding us
that Black lives do matter in a land where systemic racism has never ceased to exist. And,
how can we sing the Lord’s song in a land that only resembles the nation we knew two
years ago? How can we ever forget January 6th when our democracy almost imploded
when the seat of our government was viciously attacked revealing just how divided we are?
In a nation where almost 550,000 families mourn around their tables set for Easter dinner,
what song do we sing? What melodies for the children at our borders who enter a strange
land feeling unwanted, many without parents?
All I can say is there are many Good Fridays yet to be suffered through, but thank God
there is Easter! It may be heresy or just poor theology, but I have always believed that
during difficult times, the Body of Christ, the Church, becomes the container of Faith for
those, who through no fault of their own, live in circumstances so dark that their faith
seems but a distant dream. We hold faith for them until they are able to find their way
back from the strange land and reclaim faith for themselves.
So what song do we sing this Easter season while still on foreign ground? We sing many
songs! With the risen Christ in our hearts, we sing songs of Lament for the many who are
grieving the loss of their loved ones and livelihoods. We sing songs of Freedom for those
in bondage due to systemic injustice or cruelty. We sing songs of Hope on behalf of those
who feel hopeless. And, we sing songs of Resurrection to remind us and the world that we
serve a Risen Lord who loves us and walks with us away from the tomb, out of the garden,
and into the light, back to a place where we feel at home.
Rev. Alan Baroody
Transitional General Presbyter
Savannah Presbytery

Out of the Office
Alan Baroody, Transitional General Presbyter, will be on vacation April 1-7. He and his
wife have had their two COVID shots and are off to see their grandchildren in Sacramento.

Clerks of Session
Savannah Presbytery will reincarnate the reading of Session minutes! It is a constitutional
responsibility we have somehow let slip by! By April 1st, Clerks of Session will have been
sent instructions and forms to complete this task. The deadline for completion is October
1, 2021 for 2020 minutes. This should give all of us procrastinators time to do that which
we are best! If clerks and pastors receive this communication and are confused, please give
me a call (478-595-2540) and I will try to bring order out of chaos. Let’s get use to this as
we will be doing this task annually.
Thanks to all who reported your statistics to the General Assembly for 2020. We had 100%
participation! I am very proud of all of you. Our reported membership fell but it truly
reflects a picture of who Savannah Presbytery is. We dropped from just over 4100 members
to just over 3800 members.
I have talked with Marty Susie about putting together a one time gathering of Session
Clerks via ZOOM for a bit of training and conversation. Is this something you would value?
Let me know what you think at statedclerk@savannahpresbytery.org. It would be really
nice to have all of you together at one time!
Thank you for your faithful service!
Grace and Peace,
Proctor Chambless
Stated Clerk
Savannah Presbytery

A Final Devotion
“Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the
light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not
know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may
become children of light.’” John 12:35-36
In John 12:35-36, Jesus tells a crowd of people to “walk while you have the light, so that
the darkness may not overtake you.” Light helps us see where to walk, but it also exposes
what darkness hides. The darkness that Jesus is referring to here seeks to hide the truth or
to distort its appearance. And truth be told, most of us are fine with that, because the truth
is often hard to face. The truth about ourselves, about the world, about our history, about
the chasm that exists between our practice of discipleship and the way Jesus calls us to
serve him.
For white folks, the truth about racism in this nation and in the Church is hard to face. It
is easier for us to let the darkness fall and pretend we did not see what the light exposes.
Because the truth that is revealed causes deep tension and makes us uncomfortable. And
the fact of the matter is, all human beings are hardwired to avoid discomfort. But the
presence of tension and discomfort does not mean that what we are hearing is untrue. In
fact, hard truth, the kind of truth Jesus specialized in, makes people uncomfortable. But
Jesus did not make people face truth because he wanted them to suffer, he did so because
he wanted them to live. To truly and abundantly live. And living in a nation where
systemic racism violently oppresses and marginalizes God’s children because of the color
of their skin, is not living. At least not the kind of living Jesus was talking about.
Our faith calls all believers of every nation, every race, every tongue to look with hope

toward that heavenly banquet where all are welcome and have a place. And I believe that is
where we are headed. But our being able to look with hope toward that day when every
tear will be wiped away cost something. It was not free. Jesus died on the cross to bring
redemption to the world.
Before Jesus tells the crowd to follow the light, he tells them what he must endure, and
then says, “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.’” We have come to an hour of
reckoning in our nation, what are we to say? Save me from this discomfort, from this
troubled soul? Save me from this hour? Perhaps we have come to this hour for a reason.
Lord, so often I want to run from what troubles my soul, instead of bringing it to you and
letting your light shine upon it, that I might see the truth you have for me. Overwhelm
my resistance and allow your light to shine on my darkness, trusting that it is always for
the good, that I might have life and have it abundantly. In the name of your Son, the
Christ, I pray. Amen.
Rev. Will Shelburne
First Presbyterian, Savannah

Holy Week Activities
Savannah Presbytery's Stations of The Cross
Have you signed up for the Presbytery's Stations of the Cross Experience? We are offering
both in person options and an online option. The in person even will be hosted in Districts
outside with masks & socially distanced. Sign up at the appropriate link below!
The stations of the cross is an ancient rite that recognizes 14 scenes from the Good Friday
passion accounts of Jesus. In recent years, Protestant reformed churches have adapted
these stations.
The Stations of the Cross service you are invited to experience is shared by Savannah
Presbytery's Racial Justice Ministry Team. The service was created by A Sanctified Art and
the Rev. Denise Anderson, PC(USA), and it honors the ancient story of Jesus’ death while
recognizing the ways this narrative repeats itself again and again throughout the past and
present. It provides multi-sensory ways to engage, confess, and lament, creating a
profound and prophetic Holy Week worship experience.
In person locations. Please plan to spend at least 45 minutes on site. This
experience is not recommended for children.
District 1: White Bluff Presbyterian
(12pm-6 pm)
10710 White Bluff Road, Savannah, GA 31406
District 2: First Presbyterian Statesboro
(10 am-6 pm)
1215 Fair Road Statesboro GA 30458
District 3: Howard Coffin Park
(10 am-6 pm)
1402 Sonny Miller Way Brunswick, GA 31520

Online: Register Here

In Person: Register Here

Holy Week @ Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church
Easter Sunday Sunrise service will begin at 8 am in the Gazebo. Communion will be
offered both at 8 am and 11 am. The 11 am service in the sanctuary will include
the flowering cross. Coffee and donuts will be available in the breezeway by the
sanctuary between both services.
Stations of the Cross is set up for walking on the bridge and gazebo at RHPC. Sand and
Palms have been placed on the path to absorb water, make your footing steadier, and
remind of Palm Sunday, Mark 11:1-11. This experience will remain set up through April
4th.

A Joyful Weekend at First Presbyterian
Church, Statesboro
We had our first in-person events last weekend! It was wonderful to see so many of our
church family after such a long time. We had our annual Easter egg hunt on Saturday
March 27th and and outdoor Palm Sunday Worship service on Sunday March 28th.

A Friend of First Presbyterian Church of Savannah
Naji Abousaleh has had a friendship with First Presbyterian Church of Savannah for about
three years. He likes to attend our Sunday school and church and enjoys calling himself a
Presbyterian Muslim.
He and his family are Syrian refugees whose resettlement was sponsored by another
church. Because of chronic illnesses, he, his wife, and daughter live on disability income in

subsidized housing. Their medical needs are covered, but not their dental needs. Lack of
preventative care has led to serious and urgent dental problems.
They can get affordable extractions, but they have many bad teeth. Some are infected. They
were hoping to hold off with care until they could visit relatives in Turkey where dental
care is more affordable, but the infections are getting worse.
I am looking for an organization or a dentist that can help them, at least to buy them some
time. I think we are talking about root canals. If you can think of someone, please contact
me.
Thank you,
Jim Taylor
jmtaylor9@comcast.net

Events at Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church

Wilmington Island Presbyterian Women
Wilmington Island Presbyterian is inviting others in the presbytery to join with them
in the Presbyterian Women Horizon's study; Into the Light .
We will begin the nine-week study, via Zoom, on Tuesday, May 4th from 9:30 am - 11:00
am and continue weekly through June 29th.
Link to order a study book: Into the Light – Presbyterian Women
Interested persons should email MSusie1@savannahprebytery.org ASAP to receive the
Zoom link.

What is the J. Richard Bass School of the Laity?
The School of the Laity is a specialized lay education ministry of the Savannah Presbytery,
sponsored and conducted by the Education and Training Team. The intent of this program
is to prepare lay people for their Christian witness to the world. The Church exists for the
sake of the world to do the will of God as revealed in Jesus Christ (John 3:16).
Focused on Scripture, reformed theology, and ministry, the School of the Laity is a twoyear program consisting of seven weekend classes, pre-course preparation time and a
follow-up assignment. Students participate in a total of three summer sessions, two fall
sessions, and two spring sessions.
As evidence of their serious intent, students pay tuition fees and provide for their own
transportation costs. Class participation can be done online or in-person. Most in-person
classes are held at the beautiful Epworth by the Sea Conference Center on St. Simons
Island, GA.
Graduates, who feel called into preaching ministry, can further apply to enter the Lay
Pastor Program, a continuing education program that prepares individuals for possible
commissioning to serve a church as a Lay Pastor.

SAVE THE DATE!
Spring Stated Meeting of Savannah Presbytery
Tuesday, May 18 @ 7 pm
on Zoom






