August 2021 Newsletter

Transitional General Presbyter's Corner
Zip Codes and Time Zones
“All emotional pain is caused by mini out-of-body experiences. Your conscious awareness is
in a time zone and/or a zip code that is different than that of your physical, corporeal body.
Anger, hatred, grief, shame, guilt, low self-esteem, carrying grudges, distrust: All these
painful emotions are rooted in experiences in your past. You are, in effect, carrying around
the deadweight of yesterday in your backpack of today.
Fear, worry, dread, anxiety, apprehension, self-doubt, worrying about what other people
might think of you: All these painful emotional states are caused by you projecting your
conscious awareness forward into the future. You are being frightened and depressed by
things that may never happen.
The secret to emotional equanimity, spiritual peace, and personal happiness lies in strictly
controlling the zip codes and time zones that you allow your conscious awareness to travel
into.”
(by Joe Tye: Values Coach in “Sparkplug:Transforming People, Transforming
Organizations.” Blog - 6/24/21)
Occasionally, I come upon an article that catches my attention due to its succinctly stating
something that, in one way or another, we all know. “Carrying the deadweight of yesterday in
the backpack of today,” and “being frightened and depressed by things that may never
happen,” are truths that we know, but give little conscious thought to. The New Testament
has much to say on the subjects of inner peace, fear, anxiety, or worrying about tomorrow. Of
all the comments about anxiety and God’s sufficiency to meet our needs, perhaps the most
poignant question is the one Jesus asks in Matthew 6:27, “Can any one of you by worrying add
a single hour to your life?” We know the right answer, but my do we work hard to gain that
extra hour!
The values coach, Joe Tye, talks about controlling zip codes and time Zones on a personal
level, but we also try to control zip codes and time zones within our churches and in our
presbytery. Read his statement again, and instead of the personal pronouns, insert the name
of your church. We look backwards as a church to what we interpret as the “good ‘ole days
when our church was booming” or, we get stuck in remembering the negative events that
occurred in our church’s past. Then, when we look forward, we project fear into the way we
think we are headed, i.e. “declining membership and an aging congregation.”
We forget that only God guides the time zones and zip codes of our future. God also forgives
the blunders of the past. We have difficulty living in the present moment with grateful hearts
remembering that God is with us in the present and will lead us into God’s future for our

church, whatever that future may look like.
The practice of mindfulness is how we learn to stay in the present in our personal lives.
The practice of gratefulness is how we learn to stay in the present as a church.
… let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one
body. And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15)
Peace, Gratitude, & Blessings
Alan Baroody
Transitional General Presbyter

From the Stated Clerk's Desk
A few random items for your consideration:
I have sent to Clerks of Session in the presbytery an application to be used to nominate
Commissioners and Youth Advisory Delegates to the 225th meeting of the General
Assembly in the summer of 2022. The schedule for the meeting was also sent along. At
this point in time it is a mixture of virtual and in person gatherings beginning as early
as June 18 and ending July 9. The Clerks of Session have an outline of a more detailed
schedule as well as more information below.
LIVE AND LEARN….I had contacted the Clerks of Session that the presbytery would
soon be sending out forms to update “Terms of Call” for installed pastors. After all the
reconfiguring of polity over the last several years, that is not something the presbytery
is mandated to do, so we will not be seeking those forms. But let me remind you, any
Housing Allowance in a Pastor’s Call must be a part of the prior year’s session minutes
for tax purposes. In other words, even if the congregation is not changing terms of call
for the pastor, if a Housing Allowance is included, it must be declared by December
2021 for the year 2022.
OCTOBER 1 is the deadline for having your Session Minutes read. This IS
mandated in our Constitution and must be done annually.
The next Stated Meeting of Savannah Presbytery will be in the last week of
October, time and place to be announced soon.
Grace and Peace,
Proctor Chambless
Stated Clerk

School of the Laity
NEW FOR OCTOBER 2021:
J. Richard Bass School of the Laity
will be held Hybrid!
Participants can CHOOSE to participate
IN-PERSON OR ONLINE!
In-person classes will be held at St. Simons Presbyterian Church and online
participants will engage through Zoom.
ALL will experience the best of SOL.
We invite you to join us!
Register NOW for October 2-3, 2021
Join us for this fascinating survey of
t h e HEBREW BIBLE: Judaism in the
time of Jesus. During this course, we will
survey the Hebrew Bible or, as Christians know it,
The Old Testament. We will consider how the
Hebrews of Jesus’ time approached and

interpreted scripture in a desire for us to better
understand the past to be better equipped for the
now.
Rabbi Rachael Bregman is the Berman
Family Rabbinate Rabbi in Brunswick,
GA where she has been building diverse
community since 2013.

HISTORY, MISSION & POLITY:
This course will help participants learn to use
Presbyterian polity to address specific issues and
practices in church life. Attention will be given to
mission and ministry in the Presbyterian tradition
based on the history and theology of the church
and guided by the Book of Order.
To prepare for the course, participants are asked
to read Presbyterian Polity for Church
L e a d e r s by Joan S. Gray & Joyce C.
Tucker [available at PC(USA) store or Amazon
for less than $15] and the Foundations of
Presbyterian
Polity (pages
1-15)
in
the 2019/2021 Book of Order.
Rev. Joyce Lieberman is the Executive and
Stated Clerk of the Synod of South Atlantic
of the PC (USA).

October Brochure
Saturday Schedule:
8:15 AM: Check-In (In-person or Online login)
8:30 AM- Noon : Class
Noon - 1:30 PM: Lunch Break
1:30 PM-4:30 PM: Class
Sunday Schedule:
8:30 AM- 9:15 AM: In-person Worship with
congregation of St. Simons Presbyterian Church
 :30 AM- 12:30 PM: Class
9
12:30 PM- 1:30 PM: Lunch Break
1:30 PM- 3:30 PM: Class

The School of the Laity is for

EVERYONE!

You will grow in knowledge, faith, and in relationship with
your fellow Presbyterians.
Questions? Contact Marty Susie, SOL Registrar:
msusie1@savannahpresbytery.org or 800-616-3671 ext 7003

Register
Online

Register by Mail

NEW Website & Online Directory
www.savannahpresbytery.org
We are so excited to introduce you to our new website! The rollout has
been long awaited but it is finally here! Our hope is that the new
website will be easy for you to navigate while also being a centralized
place where you can find forms, documents, dates, and contact
information! Within the new website we have a new directory system.
If you go to Admin Resources in the top menu bar and then on the
drop down menu choose "Directory" it will take you to a website called
in-c, this is the name of the database. There is a shared password for
everyone in the Presbytery to enter into the directory, the password is
Presby1736. It gives contact information for persons who have leadership or staff positions in
their church and in the presbytery as well as many who have attended the presbytery’s
educational programs and who have served (or currently serve on) presbytery committees.
Lists can be viewed and printed with contact information for Pastors, Clerks, Pulpit Supply,
Presbytery Officers/Staff, and committee rosters. Each church also has a page which includes
current contact information of the church, current staff and key leadership positions. Rev.
Deanie Strength will be assisting with updating data so please contact her as needed, her
email address is thestrengthfamily@outlook.com. Please, take some time to click around and
familiarize yourself with the new site!

Presbytery Office Hours
Dear Colleagues in Savannah Presbytery,
There has been some confusion about presbytery office hours. This is understandable given
the COVID situation of the past 18 months. Since Savannah Presbytery has decided to pursue
having a virtual/hybrid presbytery with regard to administration, all visits to the physical
office will be by appointment only. I am working primarily out of my home office in Midway.
Liz lives in Brunswick but is in and out of the office as needed. Please leave a phone message
for me or Liz and we will be sure that the office is open for you when you need it. Now that the
COVID restrictions have been lifted for those who are vaccinated, if you would like to meet
with me, I will be glad to meet you either at the SP office or the coffeehouse of your choosing!
Peace, Gratitude, and Blessings,
Alan Baroody

Thanks to everyone who came out to help with the spring clean
up day at the Presbytery Office!

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women, we’re gathering online! Let
us come together to “Rejoice in Hope” during
PW’s Online Churchwide Gathering Event, August
5, 2021.
When, How, What If and What Else?
The Online Churchwide Gathering Event and the
Business Meeting will be livestreamed on
Facebook and PW's Gathering page.
All are welcome to view both events. Here's what
you need to know so you don't miss a thing!
When is the Gathering Online Event? August
5, 2021, 4–6 pm Eastern (3–5 pm Central, 2–4 pm
Mountain, 1–3 pm Pacific, 12–2 pm Alaska, 10
am–12 pm Hawaii Standard)
Do I need to register? Nope!
Do I need a Zoom account or link? Not at all!
The Gathering Event will be livestreamed! Watch
at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering (PW’s
Gathering web page) or on PW’s Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa.
Is there a fee to participate? No fee. You are
encouraged to participate and support PW’s
ministries and programs.
What do I need to bring? A loving heart! Communion will be celebrated, so have worship
elements available. The Gathering Offering will be received for PW’s Annual Fund. You can
give securely any time between now and the Online Gathering Event
at www.presbyterianwomen.org/give. Or, mail a check made payable to Presbyterian Women,
Remittance Processing—Giving, PO Box 643652, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3652. Include
“Gathering Offering” in the notes line of the check.
What if I have a question? Your PW staff is an email or phone call away! Or perhaps you
can find your answer on PW’s Gathering page, www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering.

So there’s a Business Meeting too? Yes! Every three years, PW meets to set the course
for the next triennium. Want to take a peek at PW at work? If so, tune in to witness PW’s
triennial Business Meeting, which will be livestreamed on PW’s Facebook page on August 4
from 1 to 3 pm ET and August 5 from 1 to 3 pm ET. Watch
at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering (PW’s Gathering web page) or on PW’s Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa. Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson II, Nancy
Taylor of the Presbyterian Historical Society, current General Assembly (GA) co-moderators
Elona Street-Stewart and Gregory Bentley, and past GA co-moderator Vilmarie CitrónOlivieri will bring greetings too (as will PW’s new moderator team). Observers are most
welcome.

Greetings from Presbyterian Women of
Savannah Presbytery!
We have missed being with you! We hope that
Presbyterian Women will soon be gathering at each
church for Circle Fellowship and to begin the new Bible
Study, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me”. Please
remember to send offerings made payable to Savannah
Presbytery PW care of Barbara Dieterman, 161 Saint Clair
Drive, Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Savannah Presbytery PW Mission Pledge to
support the Coordinating team and the annual
gathering planned for January 26, 2022 in Dublin
Mission Haven
Thornwell Home
Columbia Friendship
Villa International
Birthday Offering
Thanks Offering
Least Coin
Also remember that Honorary Life Memberships for $95 are available. If you have any
questions about the above or need a form, please email Barbara Dieterman at
barbarah.dieterman@gmail.com or call 912-571-9181.
During July 2021, Savannah Presbytery PW delivered a rack of coats to be used by the
students at Columbia and missionaries at Mission Haven.

We Welcome Our Newest Minister Members
Rev. Janice West
Interim Pastor, First Presbyterian Church Brunswick from Albany Presbytery

Rev. Jim Jackson
Honorably Retired from Foothills Presbytery – Rev. Jackson resides in Brunswick and may be
contacted for pulpit supply.

Giving Thanks
We give thanks for minister members recently retired.
Rev. Michael Kizzia
Rev. Kizzia is a former pastor of First Douglas who now resides in Mooresville, NC.

Prayer for Pastor Nominating Committees

Butler (Savannah) - Pastor
Christ (Pooler) - Pastor
First Savannah – Associate Pastor or DCE
Henry Memorial (Dublin) - Pastor
Skidaway Community Church – Pastor

225th General Assembly of the PC (USA)

The next General Assembly of the PC(USA) will be different from any
previous GA with:
Hybrid opening plenaries on June 18: commissioners and advisory delegates from a
quarter of the committees present in Louisville, and all others participating from home;
Committees in person in Louisville, a quarter at a time over the course of two weeks,
June 20 – July 2;
Plenaries completely online July 5–9, after committee meetings conclude.
All meetings will be live-streamed, so anyone will be able to observe remotely. More
information is available at: 225th General Assembly (2022) | From Lament to Hope
Savannah Presbytery will elect its commissioners at the Fall Stated Meeting (TBA) – Teaching
Elder, Ruling Elder, Young Adult Advisory Delegate. To submit a nomination, please
download the form on the presbytery website: GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATING
COMMISSIONERS Forms are due on September 27, 2021 to the presbytery office.

Presbyterians for Earth Care
Before the record-breaking Heat Waves and
supersized fires in Western USA and the
massive flooding in Europe, PBS-TV
NewsHour had a June 23 report: "A leaked
UN report warns 'worst is yet to come' on
climate change. Here's how you can
help." “Caring for God’s Creation” was the
addition to our Book of Order’s “The
Ministry of Members” (G-1.0304) that our
Presbyteries overwhelmingly approved
from the 222nd General Assembly (2016);
now is the time we need to help our churches and members live it out.
Your help is needed in sharing this news about an important August conference by
Presbyterians with your teaching elders, churches, everyone! Please include the following in
special communications and/or your newsletters. We hope every Presbytery will be part of
this church-wide effort for education and action for today’s greatest moral issue.
Starting on Sunday, August 1, everyone is urged to attend“Creation Care Buffet: Come to the
Table” which is the Presbyterians for Earth Care’s online national conference on Sundays,
August 1, 8 and 15. Worship and Bible study will be from 4:30 pm EDT – 6:00 p.m. EDT,
followed by a dinner break, with workshops from 7:00 p.m. EDT to 8:30 p.m. EDT. Preachers
will be the Rev. Dr. Claudio Carvalhaes, the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson and the Rev. Dr.
Neddy Astudillo. Musicians will be hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, folk singer David
LaMotte and jazz pianist Bill Carter. Bible study leaders are a father and son, Douglas Moo

(Wheaton NT professor) and Jonathan Moo (Whitworth NT & Environmental Studies
professor). The 12 workshops include top scientists sharing latest science news on the Climate
Crisis, a spiritual director teaching about spiritual practices for activists, food waste and
composting, worship ideas for creation care, ideas for involving young adults, farming and
justice concerns, environmental racism and uranium mining in the Navajo Nation, creation
care faith formation, Introducción al Cambio Climático (Spanish) and carbon dividends. The
cost is only $20 per Sunday or $50 for all 3 Sundays with scholarship available. Details
(conference schedule, workshops descriptions and leaders’ bios, registration) can be found on
the Presbyterians for Earth Care website: presbyearthcare.org and on Facebook:
@presbyearthcare
Register for the "Creation Care Buffet: Come to the Table" Conference by clicking here!
Please keep praying and help make a difference for God’s world. Thank you.
Grace and Peace,
Bruce Gillette
Presbyterians for Earth Care Conference Team Chair
& PEC Vice-Moderator

News from our Churches
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church
August 7 @ 8AM
Church Wide clean up!
If you have yard tools, please bring them and if you do not,
don't let that stop you. Many hands are needed.
August 8 after service
Join us for our monthly Food with Friends Potluck.
Everyone is welcomed! Good food. Lots of laughter. Great memories.

Do you love God? Love music?
Love leading God’s music?
Skidaway Community Church is
seeking a Transitional Church
Musician to lead choir and
congregation and to guide us through
a time of seeking Long Term Music Leadership.
If you are a person with a traditional musical foundation and a contemporary
musical vision for the future and and are interested in this position, please call or
email:
Rev Ed Ayers - (912) 598-0151
ed@skidcc.org

Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church
Let's get together for 24 hours!
SAVE THE DATE:
Women’s Retreat
Friday, September 10 – Saturday, September 11,
2021
New Ebenezer Retreat Center, Rincon GA

The women of Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church invite
you to join us for a fall retreat at New Ebenezer Retreat Center
from 5:00 PM on Friday, September 10 through 5:00 PM on
Saturday afternoon. Come expecting to make new friends from
our presbytery, unplug from our hectic schedules and to deepen
our faith and relationship with God.
We will focus our discussion on what it means to be
Presbyterian. In our congregation, we have found that we come
from many faith traditions. Very few of us are Presbyterians
from birth. Using Theocademy’s Being Presbyterian, we will
look at what Presbyterians believe. Short videos will be followed
by group discussion.
Our service project will be No Sew Blankets that we will share
with Family Promise Savannah. These quick easy blankets only
require cutting and tying. No sewing machine or needles!! It is a
fun way to sit and get to know each other. There will be free
time to explore the beautiful grounds; time to meditate on God’s gifts.
We also invite you to be part of the team that puts this retreat together. We are
looking for discussion leaders, music leaders, snack providers, games/ice
breaker leaders, and service project coordinators. Please let Marty Susie know
where you would like to plug in.
The cost for this year’s retreat is $125.00 which includes lodging, three meals, and the service
project materials. We are only eight weeks out so we need to know your interest and receive
your registration as soon as possible. Space is limited to thirty-six so don’t delay in reserving
your spot!
To reserve your spot, you should email Marty ASAP and choose your payment option:

1. $127.50* for your reservation on our website

(Donation (eservicepayments.com) +
use NOTE: Women's Retreat 2021) *Additional 2% fee for transaction costs .
OR

2. Write a check for $125.00 payable to WIPC , memo line "Women's Retreat 2021,
and mail to 450 N Cromwell Rd, Savannah GA 31410.
We hope that you can join us. Looking forward to studying and laughing together.
Judy W Walker
Jwwalker06@icloud.com
912-547-3166
Marty Susie
marbull@comcast.net
912-228-1353

Grant Chapel Presbyterian Church
The Session of Grant Chapel Presbyterian Church
(USA) meet with Elder Willie Washington, our
Companion and Moderator on July 11, 2021. Elder
Washington, a member of the COM also served our
church as Companion during our 2018 -2019
pastoral search.
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