e

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE

Department of Religion and Philosophy
Greetings!

Welcome to the Introduction to the Bible course of Savannah Presbytery’s School of the Laity! Your
enrollment reflects a faithful commitment to grow in your relation with God, with others, and with God’s
good earth. It also expresses your hope to serve the Lord more faithfully in the unique situation of your
calling to share the love of Jesus Christ and do the justice the Lord requires. This school will help.

As you may know, Savannah Presbytery has long been a leader throughout the Presbyterian Church
(USA) in equipping the saints through its School of the Laity, and this survey course of the Bible is but
one part of its comprehensive program to do so. Here we celebrate the reality of the priesthood of all
believers and strive to enhance our ministries through focused adult education.

I’m delighted to be joining you for a survey of the Bible, and I give God thanks already for bringing our
lives together in such a way, for we are surely gifts of God for each other. Remarkably, we will spend an
entire weekend together learning more about the Bible and studying God’s written word, exploring where
these texts came from, why these texts are included and other texts are not, how these books are arranged,
what these texts have to say, and how these texts are meaningful for people of faith today.

Surveying the Bible in the span of only 15 hours of class time is no small task, which is why our course is
called an Introduction to the Bible. Its purpose is to provide an overview of the Bible and offer some
helpful tools for biblical interpretation. The reader’s guide I have prepared for you will guide you across
the Bible’s “landscape,” and your reading and thinking your way through it will enhance your learning.
Of course, anyone will benefit from this course without any preparation at all, but | encourage you to
think about such texts and questions in “An Introduction to the Bible: A Reader’s Guide” as you pray in
preparation for this weekend together and the assignment you will have to complete. If you do not make it
through my study guide before our class time begins, don’t worry about it and come anyway!

Again, | give God thanks for calling us together and for this vital ministry of Savannah Presbytery. | give
God thanks for you, too, and | look forward to meeting you and to our working together in our quests to
understand more deeply the Bible and its significance for us today. May God bless us in our preparations,
in our time together, and in the ministries to which we are called.

All good wishes in Christ,
Dr. Robert A. Bryant

Emma Bailey Cornelson Chair Emeritus of Religion
Faculty Emeriti Research Fellow
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