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Welcome

Stated Meeting Notes and Announcements

1. Registration: To register, please visit www.savannahpresbytery.org and follow the
“Events” link.

2. Handbook: Please familiarize yourself with the contents of this handbook. Handbooks
are posted at www.savannahpresbytery.org within a few days of each presbytery
meeting.

3. CHURCH PASTORS, PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR CHURCH’S ELDER COMMISSIONER TO
MAKE SURE THAT THEY HAVE A COPY OF THIS HANDBOOK.

4, Excuses: If voting members and elder commissioners cannot attend the meeting, please
email office@savannahpresbytery.org

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the last stated meeting are on our

website, Minutes - Savannah Presbytery . Please review them prior to the presbytery
meeting in preparation for the vote to approve.

6. Attendees are invited to wear RED to celebrate Pentecost. A collection of books from
the library of Ruling Elder/Commissioned Pastor Jimmy Griffin will be available for
selection. Plan to make time around lunch or after the meeting to walk the historical
timeline of the congregation’s 280 years.

“Day Of” Information

1. Registration — Participants may register on-site up to thirty minutes before meeting
begins.

2. Lunch - The cost of the lunch is $15.00. If you did not pay with a credit card when
registering, please bring a check payable to the host church or exact change.

3. Zoom: Zoom participants will be placed in a “Waiting Room” and will be let in by Tech
Ushers within 15 minutes prior to the meeting. If participants have difficulty, please
text Hybrid Tech Coordinator Marlo Harris (478) 278-9335. Once in the meeting, you
may also write your needs in the Zoom Chat and Tech Ushers will seek to remedy any
issues.
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Docket
648" Session of Savannah Presbytery
Winter Stated Meeting
May 19, 2026

We are called by God to this Time and Place.
We gather in Worship to praise God for all we are and are to be.
We seek to honor God in the work we do this day,
for all moments are holy as we seek God’s will for God’s Church.
We welcome all to this gathering and seek to fellowship together as we celebrate the gift of all
life and of our individual lives by God’s grace.
May you find today that you have been blessed
through the ordinary as well as in the extraordinary,
for we are standing, in all our days, on Holy Ground!

Noon — The 648" Meeting of Savannah Presbytery is called to order with prayer.
Opening Prayer and Call to Order — Moderator Rev. Dr. John Ruehl
Welcome to White Bluff Presbyterian Church
Presentation of Church History (pg.5)
Land Acknowledgment (pg. 6)
Stated Clerk — TE Deanie Strength
o Confirmation of quorum
= According to Section 2 of the Savannah Presbytery Manual of Operations, “The
quorum for a meeting of the presbytery shall be one-quarter of the minister
members of the presbytery plus ruling elder commissioners from one quarter of
the member congregations of the presbytery.”
o Approval of Minutes from Winter Stated Meeting 2026
o Motion to Give Voice
=  Presbytery Staff — Marty Susie, Cathy Douylliez, Marlo Harris
= Speakers:
e Cindy Howell, Insurance Board
=  Temporary Members of Savannah Presbytery:

X3

S

R/
’0

*,

X3

S

3

*

X3

8

e Rev. Lainie Jenkins (Disciples of Christ), Interim Pastor, First Statesboro
e Rev. Dr. Carl McDonald (UMC), Interim Pastor, First Douglas
e Rev. James Sapp (UMC), Interim Pastor, Jesup

= Approved by COM to labor within bounds of Savannah Presbytery
e Rev. Stacy Martin, Baltimore Presbytery (Interim Pastor of Lutheran
Church of the Ascension, Savannah)

< Moderator’s presentation —

o Recognition of first-time commissioners and special guests

o Presentation of the Docket for approval

o Preparation for Worship
**» Worship Service (pg.7)

Spring Stated Meeting 5.19.26



+* Reports

*Item 1:
Item 2:

Item 3a:
Item 3b:
Item 3c:

Item 4:
Item 5:

Item 5a:

*Item 6:
Item 7:
Item 8:

*Item 9:

Item 10:
Item 11:
Item 12:
Item 13:
Item 14:
Item 15:

Item 16:

Item 17:

Item 18:

(*Verbal Reports Anticipated):

Stated Clerk/Trustees

Associate Stated Clerk/Parliamentarian
Director of Administration

Director of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care (Interim)
Director of Mission and Program Advancement
Treasurer

Presbytery Council

Racial Justice Ministry Team (Council)
Stewardship and Finance Committee
Personnel Committee

Nominating Committee

Committee on Ministry

Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Mission Committee

Education and Training Team
Committee on Representation
Permanent Judicial Commission

MK Pentecost Ecology Fund Committee
Presbyterian Women

Synod of South Atlantic

New Business

%+ Special Presentations
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Adjourn

Item 1-

Item 6 -

Item7 -

Item 9 -

Cindy Howell — Insurance Board
Two Minute Promotions

with Prayer

Handbook Attachments

Stated Clerk

Roll of Voting Members

Presbytery Positions

Letter from Elder Lois Stroman - Washington Street Presbyterian Church
Letter from Rev. Calvin Dixon to House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries
2025 Church Statistics

2026 Winter Stated Meeting Survey Results

Distribution of Ministers and Congregations

Stewardship & Finance

Christ Church Legacy Grant Guidelines/Application

Personnel

Resume of Ada Owens, Communications Coordinator

Committee on Ministry (COM)

Monthly Schedule for Those Requiring Annual Reviews

Faith Statements for Trained Ruling Elders (TREs)

Commissioning Service for TREs
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White Bluff
Presbyterian Church

Welcome and History

Presbytery friends,

On behalf of session, and the members of our church, we welcome you - =3

. .. . . White Bluff Presbyterian Churclt
to the oldest continuously Calvinist church in the state of Georgia. What 10710 White Bluff Road. Savannah GA 31406
is now White Bluff Presbyterian Church was first the White Bluff Meeting House until we joined the
presbytery in 1945. Officially founded in 1745, the earliest members of the church were German Dutch
farmers who worked out their indenture in Southside Savannah while chattel slavery was still against the
law in Georgia. The trustees of Savannah attempted on many occasions to send Anglican priests to the

local developing area, but the fellowship refused to accept them - asserting that they were Reformed.

2 They finally prevailed on the trustees of the city to have a Reformed
clergy sent to them. And in 1745, a 19 year old trained Reformed clergy
named John Zubly came from Switzerland to serve the local residents.
WHITE BLUFF MEETING HOUSE Zubly went on to serve multiple churches in the area, but is most famous
Here meets the aldest congreaation folloving for being the Georgia Delegate to the Second Continental Congress.
IR SRR SR Another pastor of note, Thomas Goulding, was ordained here on this
campus and went on to be the founder of Columbia Theological
Seminary. White Bluff has seen many seasons in 281 years. And we have
[SERER  /earned historical lessons. We invite you, if you have time and curiosity,

e
support of the minis e glebe land was

iy PR AR SR to walk our timeline of history, located in the Education Building - a
8 project we constructed in celebrating our 280th anniversary.

Today, White Bluff Presbyterian Church has returned to the Meeting House model of ministry, well
established by those who have come before us. Our buildings play host to an intentional network of social
service agencies, who operate on campus. We have Inspiritus, Neighbors Feeding Neighbors food pantry,
AA, The Grow Initiative, Catholic Charities, Scouting USA and Coastal Georgia Memories - all holding offices
and serving their clients here. The church, we believe, is meant to serve our neighbors and to build
community for human thriving. Although our membership numbers have shifted over time, we are still
doing ministry in partnership with these agencies. And we believe this allows us to be a church reformed
and always being reformed according to the Word of God.

Thank you for traveling to meet with us here. We welcome you as sisters and brothers in the Grace of
Christ. And we offer our blessings to you, your families, your communities and your ministries. May God
lead and guide us all as we navigate the world as it is, holding on to our faith and giving our best in worship
and in service with one another.

Grace and Peace attend us,

Pastor John G. Ruehl, IV
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Land Acknowledgment

With Gratitude to God, Creator of all places and peoples, we gather here today in the land now
known as Savannah, Georgia. Together with Savannah Presbytery we acknowledge and
respectfully affirm that the land where we are today was first the traditional land of the Guale
and Yamasee Indigenous Peoples.

At the beginning of our shared time, we take this intentional space to reflect on the fact that this
land has sustained human life and culture for thousands of years. We also humbly acknowledge
that part of our shared history in this land and region includes the institution of chattel slavery,
where enslaved Black and Brown people built wealth for colonial powers and white enslavers
through forced labor. Yet before that time, Guale and Yamasee Indigenous Peoples lived in
relationship with this land as wise and caring stewards of it, fostering thriving civilizations and
governments over shared land beginning as early as the North American Pre-Columbian
Woodland period, circa 1000 BCE.

Over a long history of economic exploitation and painful treaties with European colonizing
powers, the State of Georgia, and the United States of America, a great many of the Guale and
Yamasee Indigenous Peoples were defrauded, forcibly dispossessed, and removed from this land.
Today, we pause to honor the enduring presence, resilience, and wisdom of their custodianship
of this land that we share today.

As ministers and members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we embrace the practice of land
acknowledgments with the humility and hope of reformation. In recognizing that we now are
gathered on land that is ancestral and sacred to many, we reaffirm our scriptural covenant to “do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God”. We pray this acknowledgement
invites and inspires us to deepen our understanding of the past, and to support the ongoing
cultural contributions of the descendants of the indigenous and other marginalized peoples as
brothers and sisters who are valued and seen, and whose voices are heard and honored. May
God make our freedom deeper and richer as we learn to face hard truths together.

To learn more about the people indigenous to the land where you are, please visit:
https://native-land.ca/maps/native-land
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Order of Worship

Savannah Presbytery
May 19, 2026 A

Gathering Music

*Call to Worship Rev. Dr. Ruehl

One: Lift up your hearts to God, our Maker.

All: The Lord has formed all creation with care and intention, in the beauty of diversity.

One: Lift up your minds to Christ, our Lord, our Restorer.

All: Jesus calls us to his side, he embraces who we are, he moves us forward in the
Way of faith.

One: Lift up your spirits to God’s Spirit, the breath of Life.

All: Move, Holy Spirit. Stir our hearts to hope and joy, to love and to be loved.

One: Come, let us worship our God - three, yet one!

*Hymn 1: Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

Scripture Reading: Romans 12:1-9 Moderator-Elect Elaine Griffin
Group Discussion Questions

*Hymn 625: How Great Thou Art

Group Say-Sos

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Supper
o Words of Institution
e Prayer
e Communion of the People
e Prayer

*Hymn 543: O Christ, Surround Me
*Charge and Benediction
Music Director/Organist: James Adams

Group Discussion Questions (Based on Romans 12:1-9)

e What does it mean for churches to be in mutual service - serving their congregation and
the broader community and taking part in the presbytery (which is offered as a resource
in service to the local congregation)?

e Considering the presbytery is made up of local congregations, teaching elders (active
and retired), and ruling elders with commissions to serve churches, what does being
“one body” mean to you?

o What suggestions do you have that might help our presbytery serve as a more effective
resource for local congregations?
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REPORTS

Item 1: STATED CLERK/ TRUSTEES
TE DEANIE STRENGTH

Correspondence Received by the Stated Clerk:

1) April 22,2026 — From Elder Lois Stroman, Clerk of Session of Washington Street
Presbyterian Church, requesting presbytery approval to sell manse. See
Attachments.

2) February 4, 2026 - From Rev. Calvin Dixon, Honorably regarding resignation of the
President of the USA Donald Trump:

“After prayer and reflection upon the stated scripture from the Old and the New
Testament, | hope that the Savannah Presbytery will be the first of the
Presbyteries in the South East or country to call upon President Trump to resign
as President of the USA.”

See Attachments for a letter to House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries which
Rev. Dixon included with his correspondence.

Information:

1) The Stated Clerk formed an Investigative Committee to review a formal report of
allegations received on February 3, 2026. The IC and the members of the
Permanent Judicial Committee were led in a training through Zoom on April 8 by
the Rev. Dr. Christian Boyd, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Milwaukee, and a
member of the PCUSA Advisory Committee on the Constitution. The review is in
process.

2) The Savannah Presbytery grieves the death of:

a. Rev. Dr. John Law who died on April 21, 2026. Dr. Law grew up in the First
Presbyterian Church of Brunswick and served within Savannah Presbytery
as Pastor of St. Simons Presbyterian Church, Executive Presbyter, and
Interim Pastor of the First Presbyterian of Brunswick and Fort Frederica
Presbyterian Church.

3) 1have enjoyed a variety of worship experiences. In January my husband Joey and
| attended Sunday worship with the St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Quebec
City, Quebec, a church of the Presbyterian Church of Canada and the oldest
English-speaking congregation of Scottish origin in Canada (1759). | enjoyed
learning that the same clans of Scots Highlanders who arrived in the Georgia
Colony in Darien also sent members to Quebec City. It was a pleasure to meet
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the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Quebec ( standrewsquebeccity ), a
member of that congregation.

| have also worshipped with Brunswick Second PC, with conference attendees at
the Southern Lights Conference at Epworth, with FPC of Savannah where | sing in
the choir when available, with FPC of Tuscaloosa, AL (my growing-up church
where | was confirmed) and where my parents are members), with Montgomery
PC where | led the commissioning delegation for Elder Beth Giuliano as
Commissioned Pastor for Congregational Care, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
of Austin, Texas (upon returning for a trip to the city where | attended seminary),
and the Historic Midway Congregational Church & Society which was gathering
for its annual worship service/homecoming.

Between now and the Fall Stated Meeting (the conclusion of my three-year term
as Stated Clerk), | will seek to have made a visit to those congregations | have not
yet visited for Sunday worship: Allenhurst, Altama, Butler, First Brunswick, First
Darien, First Douglas, Fort Frederica, Henry Memorial, Jekyll, Skidaway. If there is
a good Sunday for me to visit, please let me know. Sometimes Director Marty
Susie and Council Chair Marti Stein are able to accompany me.

Sunday Worship with Presbytery Congregations

2023/2024 2025 2026
Brunswick Second Montgomery

Grant Chapel First St. Marys

Wilmington Island McGregor

St. Simons White Bluff

First Savannah Blackshear

McRae Grant Chapel

Peabody Heights Washington Street

Flemington Riceboro

First Statesboro La Iglesia Latina

Vidalia Richmond Hill

Jesup First Eastman
Metter

4)

5)

| thank those clerks and pastors who assisted me in entering their congregational
statistics for 2025. The presbytery celebrates the gain of 142 members
(certificates of transfer, professions and reaffirmations of faith) and grieves the
loss of 187 members due to transfer, death, and other reasons. See attachments
for presbytery report.

Other responsibilities undertaken as Stated Clerk: meeting with and recording
minutes of the Council, Committee on Ministry, and Nominating Committees;
maintenance of the presbytery’s online database; assistance with pastor changes
(communication, faith statements, background checks, child protection training,
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data collection and entry with PCUSA Stated Clerk portal); assisting Nominating
Committee in contacting potential nominees.

6) Continuing Education: Be the Bridge course through Racial Justice Ministry Team

7) Opportunities for special service have included: exploration of additional support
for retired pastors not serving congregations and for congregations whose
insurance rates have increased; securing host churches for future stated
meetings; training the new Council Chair, Moderator and Moderator-Elect;
inquiries from church leaders regarding proper polity procedures; securing
moderators of session for churches without pastors; design and order of
commissioning stoles for TRE and CP candidates; preparing commissioners and
presbytery for General Assembly.

8) Survey Data from Winter Stated Meeting — Please see Attachments for the
compilation of survey results.

ITEM 2: Associate Stated Clerk/ Parliamentarian
TE Andy Meeker

| am still working with the attorneys to come up with the by-laws for the M. K. Pentecost
Ecology Foundation of Savannah Presbytery; stay tuned! I'll be heading to the Montreat
Youth Conference with our Savannah Presbytery contingent the week of June 7th. Keep
our team of youth and adults in your prayers.

ITEM 3a: Director of Administration
TE Deanie Strength

Since the Winter Stated Meeting, the presbytery has employed Ada Owens as
Communications Coordinator. | thank Marty Susie for carrying out the work of this
position in the interim and overseeing the search and interview process of interested
candidates. The Personnel Committee under Rev. Dr. Jon Hauerwas’ leadership provided
helpful input to the process. Ada is a member of St. Simons Presbyterian Church and is
the Communication Coordinator there. Marty and | are enjoying working with Ada as
she takes ownership of our bi-monthly E-newsletter, Web site, and social media.

To assist the Stewardship & Finance Committee in developing the Christ Church Legacy
Grant Program, | have provided examples of grant applications from other presbyteries
and brought Deb Tregaskis, Executive Presbyter of our neighbor Flint River Presbytery to
a Zoom with the committee regarding their learnings from administering their Walter
Flint Fund -
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https %3A%2F %2F www.flintriv
erpresbytery.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F 10%2FHelpful-Hints-
from-Pam-re.-Flint-Grants-1.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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ITEM 3b:

| continue to fill the Director of Ecclesial and Pastoral Care position on an interim basis
and am in conversation with the Personnel Committee about the appropriate time to
open the search for the regular staff position.

Director of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care (Interim)
TE Deanie Strength

As of January 1, 2026, | have been serving this position in an interim capacity. In this
role, | am working to maintain contact with churches and pastors going through pastoral
transitions. | am learning about the parameters of CLC along with the PNCs as | field
calls and emails from candidates interested in our presbytery opportunities and
presbytery leaders who are doing reference checks on members of our presbytery
engaged in the search process.

The following congregations have active Pastor Nominating Committees(PNC) searching
in the PCUSA Church Leadership Connection (https://clc.pcusa.org/). These churches
are matched with pastor candidates based on criteria including location, church size,
pastoral position. Once notified of a match, the PNC reviews the match without
knowing the name of the candidate. The PNC then chooses to invites matched
candidates to apply for the position. Sometimes the “match” accepts the invitation to
apply. Sometime the “match” chooses not to accept the invitation. Candidates in CLC
may also “self-refer” once the position is posted. Persons may also self-refer outside of
CLC. The following churches are in the CLC system. These PNCs have received between
37-176 matches and many additional self-referrals. Please pray for their discernment.

e First Douglas — PNC is preparing Ministry Discernment Profile.

e First Savannah — Solo Installed (Interim: Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson)

e First Statesboro — Solo Installed (Interim: Rev. Lainie Jenkins, Disciples - through
May 31)

e St. Simons — Associate Pastor Installed (Interim AP: Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson)

e Vidalia — Solo Installed (Interim: Pulpit Supply)

The following congregations are being served by pastors and are in discernment about
future pastoral searches. A question many congregations in our denomination are
discerning is whether to search again for an installed pastor or transition to a contracted
pastor in a “temporary” position for a “stated” period of time. This is referred to as a
Stated Pastor. Stated Pastors may be contracted for 1-3 years.

e Richmond Hill (Interim: Rev. Dr. Stephen Williams through May 31)
e  First St. Marys (Interim: Rev. Dr. Mike Johnston)

e Jesup (Interim: Rev. James Sapp — UMC)

e Washington Street (Contracted: Rev. Reuben Benjamin)

The following churches are providing for their ongoing needs with pulpit supply:
e McGregor

11
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Item 3c:

e McRae
e Brunswick Second
e Grant Chapel

I maintain our Pulpit Supply List of 14 willing preachers which is found on our website in
the online directory under “Admin Resoures”: Savannah Presbytery Web Directory If
you are in the directory, you can create a “passphrase” to access it. If not, please reach
out to me for our passphrase. | also maintain a file with the Pulpit Supply Lists of our
neighboring presbyteries. Through this resources, | have been able to connect willing
preachers closer to the edges of our geographical bounds to our churches. | have also
started conversations with Pastor Jonathan Hemphill, Assistant to the Bishop for
Congregational Life, of the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, to
share ministry opportunities and pastor references in each of our area with one another.
The PCUSA, ELCA, and UCC are in covenant relationship and may serve one another’s
churches.

| also continue to support the Committee on Preparation for Ministry to prepare
candidates within our presbytery for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament and
commissioning as Commissioned Pastors and Trained Ruling Elders. The presbytery has
commissioned 8 TREs and 8 Commissioned Pastors in the past three years. In this period,
the presbytery has also enrolled 1 Inquirer and has approved 2 people to move from
Inquirer to Candidate for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.

Director of Mission and Program Advancement
Marty Susie

Educational Programs

1. Montreat: There are 24 youth registered for Montreat this year.
2. School of the Laity:
e March Session had 33 participants.
e Registration for Class of 2028 Cohort is currently open. Registration deadline is
May25th and course is June 26-28™. All classes are hybrid.
e This may be Dr Bob Bryant’s last year teaching Intro to the Bible after 26+ years!
e Collecting feedback from presbytery on topics for the 2027 Elective courses and
adding an Elective to the June Session.
e Planning with Rev Tom Buchanan best practices for offering his A Spoke in the
Wheel course on Dietrich Bonhoeffer online in 2027.

3. Summer Camp 2026 will take place at Dogwood Acres Retreat Center & Camp in
Chipley, for rising 2nd—12th graders. Dates: June 14-19, 2026 Cost: $550 per
camper (sibling discounts available)

Registration closes May 15" with final payments to Dogwood Acres by June 1%,

12
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Savannah Presbytery will coordinate transportation from each of our three districts
and send a dedicated leadership team. Team members are Marty Susie, DMPA and
Alyssa Lee, SSPC.

4. The Planning Team of the 2026 Georgia Presbyteries’ Gathering met on March 30,
2026, to unpack the event evaluations and explore possibilities of future events. The
overall feedback was very positive with a shared desire to have future joint
gatherings. Members of Flint River Presbytery were unable to attend this meeting.
The remaining team members determined the following:

a. The Synod is holding an event Feb 25-27" at Epworth so 2027 is out for a
joint gathering.
b. Each planning team member will share the following with their presbytery:
i. Event evaluations data
ii. The expense report showing surplus to remain in Sav Pres account
for deposits on a 2028 Event.
iii. The recommendation that a planning team with representatives
from all 5 presbyteries be formed to discern a central Georgia
location at which to hold an event before Lent begins in 2028.
Central location attendance may increase attendance. Planning for
such an event should begin soon with priority on location and
Keynote that can be locked in by fall of 2026.

5. The Education & Training Team met on April 7. Due to the following factors, the
ETT Committee both made and approved a motion to recommend to release the
standing February reservation at Epworth for the Faith Enrichment Conference.

Factors:

e attendance has declined steadily in the last several years

e costs of the event have steadily increased (now incurring a $1,500 fee if
overnight guests are less than 75 participants)

e The Synod meets in person in February every other year (2027 being the next
gathering)

e The GA Presbyteries have a desire to gather, alternating with the Synod’s
gathering years (2028 being the next)

The ETT Committee will continue to discern possible Faith Enrichment
Conference iterations such as combining some aspects with the March School of
the Laity Session or crafting a retreat-style event to broaden appeal to wider
audiences.

Missions:

e The joint Flint River Mission trip with PDA to Western NC will take place April
26'™"- May 2". Final add-on participants due by April 10", Solo Constant Contact
Campaign goes out April 6.

13
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e | contacted Teresa Cramer regarding earlier conversations with Dr. Jimmy Griffin
as he explored the possibility of starting a UKirk college ministry at the College
of Coastal Georgia in Brunswick. Teresa shared that the idea is still in the dream
stage, but there has been some progress. They have identified a faculty
member, Prof. Aurora Ramos Nunez, who is interested in sponsoring a campus
ministry. In addition, St. James Lutheran, located two blocks from campus, has
expressed openness to partnering with the PC(USA).

Teresa noted that the college’s student body is very diverse and suggested that
leadership and responsibilities for such a ministry would be best shared
collaboratively among St. Simons Presbyterian Church (SSPC), Brunswick Second
Presbyterian Church, and possibly other congregations within that district of
Savannah Presbytery.

Following that conversation, | contacted Madelynne Risi, mission staff at SSPC,
and shared Teresa’s information and recommendations. Madelyne indicated
that she had also spoken with Jimmy about this possibility, though those
conversations took place over a year ago while SSPC was in a period of
transition. She said she would bring the idea forward again for consideration at
SSPC.

e At the GA Gathering workshop on PCUSA Global Ecumenical Liaisons, it became
apparent that average membership is not aware of the current model of mission
in the world. | have begun sharing information with our Mission Committee and
will continue to share information with the broader presbytery membership.

Racial Justice Ministry Team:

e A l4-person diverse small group is moving forward working through a 10-
session Bridge Builder packet. We will gather for a retreat day on April 23™ to
complete the first few sessions and share a meal. The remaining sessions will be
via Zoom.

e Aday trip pilgrimage to Atlanta is planned for October 10-11%. We will offer
scholarships for children and youth attending with parents/guardians to
encourage intergenerational engagement.

Additional Engagement:

e Acting as the interim Communications Coordinator though April 13™ then
transitioning to onboarding Ada Owens as new coordinator.

e Created an annual & monthly overview of presbytery activities for incoming
Communication Coordinator with which to organize their time/focus.

e Attended meetings with RIMT, SOL, ETT, and Mission Committees.

e Welcomed invitations from congregations who wish to explore how Savannah
Presbytery’s programs and mission can partner with or equip them in their unique
contexts.

14
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e Hosted the March Session of the School of the Laity at Epworth by the Sea, March 6-
8th,

e | attended the Synod Stated Meeting as a guest on Saturday, March 14% to share a
report on GA Presbyteries Gathering.

e | attended the Commissioning of Elder Beth Giuliano as Commissioned Pastor for
Congregational Care, Montgomery PC on March 15%.

e Additional training along with Johnye Gillans to lead the Bridge Builder group.

ITEM 4: TREASURER
RE ANN HENDERSON

ITEM 5: PRESBYTERY COUNCIL
RE MARTI STEIN, CHAIR

Information:

1) Officers of the Savannah Presbytery Corporation were approved:
a. Treasurer: Ann Henderson
b. Secretary: Deanie Strength
c. President: Marty Susie

2) The Council approved the following persons to form the Administrative Commission
for La Iglesia Latina/Swainsboro PC approved by the Presbytery at the Winter 2026
Stated Meeting. The task of the AC is to assess the history of Latina Iglesia/
Swainsboro Presbyterian Church and discern whether it will be a continuing mission
of Savannah Presbytery and the sustainability of the Savannah Presbytery funding it
as a mission. The AC was to be appointed by the Council and was to include
members from the Mission Committee, the Stewardship & Finance Committee, and
the COM.

a. COM —TE Doug Craven, TE Josh McKenna

b. Stewardship & Finance — RE Marti Stein, TE John Ruehl

c. Mission — RE/CP Eddie Tanon

d. At Large — RE Judy Walker, member of a previous AC for La Iglesia Latina

3) The Council approved Kairos Prison Ministry as a Ministry Connection to Savannah
Presbytery. The ministry will be featured on the presbytery web-site.

4) The Council approved Marty Susie’s recommendation that the Council sunset our
SDOP work for this season. Marty Susie explore the viability of the Self-
Development of People (SDOP) ministry. She created two solo email campaigns re-
introducing our presbytery to the purpose and mission of SDOP and invited
individuals to a Zoom conversation to discern whether we might engage interested
parties in forming an active SDOP committee or whether the mission would need to
sunset. The Zoom conversation took place on March 9. Five of the eight registered
participants attended. Following the meeting, | shared documentation of the
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discussion, the SDOP Toolkit, committee criteria, and made phone calls requesting
commitments from all eight who had expressed interest. | also contacted several
others in our congregations who | felt may feel some passion toward this mission.
All the Zoom participants, along with all individuals contacted, responded that they
were unable to commit the time required for this ministry at present.

5) The Council approved the Personnel Committee’s recommendation of employment
of Ada Owens as Communications Coordinator.

ITEM 5A: RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM (COUNCIL - 8/27/20)
RE MARY SIMPSON, CHAIR

ITEM 6: STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
RE MARTI STEIN, CHAIR

Recommendations:
The committee recommends the launch of the Christ Church Legacy Grant Program.

Information:

The Stewardship & Finance Committee has been in lengthy conversations about the use
of the proceeds from the sale of the Christ Presbyterian Church property in Pooler. The
committee has placed $2,164,073 in an investment account with the Presbyterian
Foundation and proposes drawing $70,000 this year (slightly above 4% of the
investment). The grant funds would be given as grants to churches and presbytery
entities whose grant applications are approved. A full description of the program and
the approach proposed for this first year is included in the Attachments. After the first
grant cycle, the Stewardship & Finance Committee will review the program and make
adjustments as necessary.

e The committee regretfully received the resignation of RE Al Mullice due to other
commitments.

e The committee acted on Rev. Dana Waters, Presbyterian Foundation, offer
to do a program at a future stated meeting of the presbytery. Due to Dana’s
busy schedule traveling, the date of the presbytery meeting has changed
from Tuesday, October 20 to Thursday, October 8, 2026. Metter
Presbyterian Church has agreed to host the meeting at 10 am with lunch
and Dana’s program following at Bevrick’s Restaurant just down the street
from the church. The program will address stewardship, investing, facility
rental, and capital campaigns.
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ITEM 7: PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
TE JON HAUERWAS, CHAIR

The committee worked with Marty Susie to conduct the search that retained Ada Owens
as Communications Coordinator. Ada will be paid an hourly stipend of $31.10/hour.

ITEM 8: NOMINATING COMMITTEE
RE OMAR DOUGLASS, CHAIR

Recommendations:

That the following persons be elected by the Savannah Presbytery (Class of 5/2029):

a. Council
i.  TE Hampton Williams, Blackshear, to bring TE/RE parity to Council
b. Committee on Ministry
i TE Mike Johnston, First St. Marys, to replace RE Molly McCarthy,
White Bluff (resigned January 2026)
ii. RE Philip Saussy, St. Simons, to replace RE Bonnie Roberts, St.
Simons (resigned April 2026)
iii. , to replace RE Barbara Kaneiwa,
Wilmington Island (resigned April 2026)
iv. . to replace RE Rich Wittish, First
Savannah (completing second term 5/14/2026)
c¢. Committee on Preparation for Ministry
i.  TEStephen Williams, Richmond Hill (5/2029) to replace RE Katie
Hogan, Henry Memorial (resigned April 2026)

d. Mission
i. RE Melissa Miles, First Savannah, to replace RE/CP Jimmy Griffin,
deceased
e. Nominating
i.  TE Claire Williams, Member at Large, to replace RE Omar
Douglass
ii. RE/CP Rodney Denmark, (Richmond Hill) Commissioned to
Presbytery-at-Large, to replace RE Lois Stroman, Washington
Street
f. Stewardship & Finance
i. RE/CP John Wilson, First Brunswick, to replace RE Al Mullice,
Butler (resigned April 2026);
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ITEM 9:

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
TE BEN BEASLEY, CHAIR
(INT. ASSOC. DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL AND ECCLESIAL CARE)

Liturgy for Commissioning:

Today, the COM leads the presbytery in a commissioning liturgy for our newly approved
Trained Ruling Elders. Please see Item 9 in the Attachments for the Commissioning
Liturgy.

Information:

The Committee on Ministry continues to provide leadership, guidance, and pastoral
support to congregations and ministers throughout the Presbytery during this season of
transition and ministry development.

The COM approved the contract for Rev. Dr. Mike Johnston to serve as Interim Pastor of
First Presbyterian Church, St. Marys. In addition, Rev. Dr. Johnston was received as a
member of Savannah Presbytery.

The COM was notified by the Stated Clerk of Baltimore Presbytery that Rev. Stacy Martin
had been approved to labor outside of the bounds of their presbytery as the Interim
Pastor of Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Savannah. The COM approved her service
within the bounds of Savannah Presbytery. At a later date, Rev. Martin may seek
membership in Savannah Presbytery.

COM also granted Ruling Elder David Muntford of Peabody Heights a commission as a
Commissioned Pastor, affirming his call and service within the Presbytery.

Since our last Stated Meeting, the Committee continued its work with numerous
congregations engaged in pastoral transitions, offering guidance, support, and oversight
as churches seek faithful and effective leadership for ministry.

The Committee met with Clerk Lois Stroman, who appeared on behalf of the Session of
Washington Street Presbyterian Church regarding the possible sale of the church manse
located at 113 Carter Street. After conversation and review, COM expressed support for
the Session’s decision to proceed with the sale process. Clerk Stroman will submit a
formal written request to the Stated Clerk for approval by the Presbytery at the Spring
Stated Meeting, including the Session’s intended use of the proceeds from the sale. The
manse, approximately 68—69 years old, has fallen into significant disrepair. Current
tenants are several months in arrears and will need to be evicted. The property deed
remains in the name of the church, and the anticipated sale value is not expected to
exceed $20,000.

COM is currently engaged in developing Guidelines on Minimum Compensation
Standards for minister members serving within Savannah Presbytery. This work seeks to
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ITEM 10:

provide equitable and sustainable guidance for congregations and pastoral leadership
throughout the Presbytery.

Upon recommendation and examination by the Committee on Preparation for Ministry
(CPM), COM approved four Temporary Ruling Elder (TRE) candidates: Elaine Griffin
(Brunswick 2nd), Allison Shearouse (FPC Savannah), Odet Douglass (Brunswick 2nd), and
Samantha Lake (Allenhurst), to be commissioned to administer communion within their
congregations for a one-year term. At the conclusion of that term, should they desire to
extend their service throughout the Presbytery as a whole, they will need to be
examined by COM for that service.

In addition to TE Bert Cramer who resigned in March just a few months shy of the end of
his term, the COM received resignations from RE Molly McCarthy, RE Bonnie Roberts,
and RE Barbara Kaneiwa due to health, new commitments, and employment conflicts.
The COM conducted annual reviews of REs and TEs in temporary positions, members at
large, validated ministries, and commissioned pastors. Please see Attachments for the
full schedule of Annual Reviews.

Finally, as your Interim Associate Director of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care, | enjoyed
hosting a Leadership Luncheon at Allenhurst to gather pastors and church leaders
together to strengthen our fellowship and connection. The presbytery covered the costs
of the luncheon and | hope to host events in other districts as well. |1 am also beginning
a once-a-month “Last Wednesday” Zoom for ministers and pastor leaders from 11 am —
Noon.

Blessings,

Ben Beasley

Committee on Ministry, Chair

Interim Associate Director for Pastoral and Ecclesial Care
Savannah Presbytery

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
TE STEPHEN ROBERTSON, CHAIR

Information:

e The committee recommended the following elders to the Committee on
Ministry for the Trained Ruling Elder position (TRE). These individuals completed
coursework for the School of the Laity class “The Essentials of Worship” with
Rev. Rick Douylliez to prepare to administer communion. They presented their
faith statements to the CPM and answered questions regarding their call to this
ministry. They were approved by COM to administer communion within their
congregations for a one-year term:
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ITEM 11:

ITEM 12:

Elaine Griffin (Brunswick 2nd)
Allison Shearouse (FPC Savannah)

o O O

Odet Douglass (Brunswick 2nd)
o Samantha Lake (Allenhurst)

e Stuart Williams, Candidate for Ordination as Minister of the Word and
Sacrament, has reported passing the Polity and the Worship & Sacrament
exams.

e The committee has begun initial conversations regarding the development of an
apprenticeship program for those seeking commissioning. Details are to be
determined.

MISSION COMMITTEE
RE/CP BETH GIULIANO, CHAIR

EDUCATION AND TRAINING TEAM
RE LINDA NELMS, CHAIR

Georgia Presbyteries February 2026 Gathering Event - There were 144 people in
attendance from the 5 presbyteries. Of these, 44 people attended from Savannah
Presbytery. The 2025 Planning Team met on 3/30/26 to review event evaluations,
which were positive and indicated folks attending wanted more events like this. Our
Synod will be having an in-person meeting at Epworth on February 25-27, 2027. The
Planning Team does not want to conflict with that event. Therefore, the earliest the
next GA Presbytery Gathering Event would occur would be in 2028. Also, based on the
evaluations the Team will look for a more central location.

Faith Enrichment Conference 2027 (FEC) — The Georgia Presbyteries February 2026
Gathering Event replaced the Faith Enrichment Conference in 2026. At one pointin
time as many as 250 people attended the Faith Enrichment Conference (FEC). There has
been a steady decline in attendance over the years, particularly since COVID. There
were 44 people from Savannah Presbytery who attended the Georgia Presbyteries
February 2026 Gathering Event. Epworth has implemented a rule that if less than 75
people spend the night at an event, Epworth will charge a fee of $1,500. The Education
Training Team (ETT) at their April 7, 2026 meeting discussed the future of FEC. Since our
Synod will hold an in-person meeting at Epworth February 25-27, 2027, the ETT decided
that the scheduled weekend for FEC in February 2027 would be too close to the Synod
meeting to draw a significant number of attendees. Motion was made, seconded, and
approved: The ETT will NOT host the FEC at Epworth in February 2027. The standing
date for FEC for 2027 will be released back to Epworth. The ETT will discern options for
future Faith Enrichment Conferences.
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ITEM 13:

ITEM 14

ITEM 15

In the April 14, 2026 meeting of Savannah Presbytery Council, Council approved the
ETT’s recommendation that the standing date for FEC reserved at Epworth be released
back to Epworth citing declining attendance.

School of Laity (SOL) — 33 people attended the March 2026 School of Laity. The
majority of this number attended the March Elective class (Sermon on the Mount) and
the Elements of Worship class. Registration is open now through May 25, 2026 for the
June School of Laity. The June School of Laity will offer Introduction to the Bible,
Introduction to Reformed Theology, and Practical Ministries.

Montreat Youth Conference June 7-13, 2026 — There are 24 youth, plus adults, from
churches within Savannah Presbytery attending the Montreat Youth Conference in
2026. Rides are being coordinated for transportation to/from Montreat.

Summer Camp June 14-19, 2026 — The 2026 Summer Camp for Savannah Presbytery
will be at Dogwood Acres Retreat Center and Camp in Chipley, FL. Registrations are
being submitted and local churches are encouraged to help with publicity. Adult
chaperones for Summer Camp are Alyssa Lee from St. Simon Pres. and Marty Susie from
Savannah Presbytery. The chaperones will be at the camp for the entire week.
Transportation to/from Summer Camp will be solidified once camp registrations are in.
Rev. Cathy Belles submitted two applications for camp scholarships for two of her
youth. A motion was made/seconded/approved to grant a $150 scholarship/each from
the Breitenhirt Fund for these two campers.

COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION
RE ODET DOUGLASS, CHAIR

PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION
RE LAUREL MCKEITH, CHAIR

MK PENTECOST ECOLOGY FUND COMMITTEE
RE CATHERINE MCCRARY, CHAIR
CATHY DOUYLLIEZ, STAFF COORDINATOR

The MKP Pentecost committee has no recommendations at this time. We are anxiously
waiting for the committee to receive the news we can begin a new grant cycle. We are
very thankful for the Reverend Andy Meeker and his work to help make this happen.
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ITEM 16:

ITEM 17:

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
RE BARBARA RIDDLE, PW MODERATOR

The Savannah Presbytery Presbyterian Women (PW) Coordinating Team
continues to work with the churches in the Savannah Presbytery to nurture the growth
of mission programs and reactivate PW groups. | continue to be in touch with local PWs
and those churches without an active PW, to encourage greater participation in PW
activities.

The Annual Gathering took place on January 31, 2026, with 78 in attendance.
The theme this year was “Choose Joy”. The attendees enjoyed an inspirational worship
service which included Holy Communion, followed by the business meeting, a delicious
lunch, and two workshops. Many thanks to the men and women of Butler Memorial
Presbyterian Church for graciously hosting this event.

Recently | reached out to John Wilson, the new Stated Pastor of 1 Brunswick
PC. We had a good conversation regarding the possibility of restarting a PW group there.
| also contacted Rev. Dr. Mike Johnston, the new interim pastor at 1% St. Marys PC, to
introduce myself as PW Moderator.

| met with the Synod of South Atlantic PW Council on May 1%, It was reported
there that Mission Haven is continuing to thrive, despite the discontinuation of the
PC(USA) missionary program. Mission Haven has opened it doors to bonified Christian
missionary groups in order to continue to serve God’s messengers. Mission Haven also
continues to provide assistance to Columbia Theological Seminary students with the
Clothes Closet. Monetary donations are always appreciated. Please check the Mission
Haven website or contact the staff for questions of the present-day needs, especially for
the Clothes Closet, as space there is limited.

The next Churchwide Gathering will take place in August of 2027 in Louisville,
Kentucky. The Moderator of Presbyterian Women of Savannah Presbytery will be
attending as a voting delegate to this important national meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Riddle, Moderator
Presbyterian Women of Savannah Presbytery

SYNOD OF SOUTH ATLANTIC
RE/CCE COMMISSIONER ALLISON SHEAROUSE, FIRST SAVANNAH
TE COMMISSIONER JOHN RUEHL, WHITE BLUFF

John will serve on the Embodiment Committee working on Ministry Connections with the
Synod. He is interested in promoting the Synod Grant Program which has an emphasis
on youth and young adult ministry. RE/CP John Wilson and Allison Shearouse attended
the Synod Embody Leader Formation.
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Each year, a new cohort of 16 is developed that includes all first-year synod
commissioners. For those presbyteries where there is not a first-year commissioner, one
participant can be enrolled, as identified by the presbytery. Registration is by invitation
only.

The cohort takes part in formative education not necessarily specific to PCUSA. The type
of education and development that encourages self-awareness, empathy, and builds
capacity for deeper service.

Participants will:
« Cultivate embodied leadership presence through somatic awareness and spiritual
grounding
« Practice humble inquiry and curiosity as tools for transformation
« Develop emotional literacy and confidence in navigating strong emotions and conflict
» Explore their personal power dynamics and leadership edges
» Engage in reflective practices that support growth in real-time leadership challenges

Cohort members cultivate authentic community and come away with valuable education,
helpful in contexts well beyond the synod, and better equipped for their congregations and
presbyteries.

Methodology:
« Experiential Learning: Role play, case studies, and practiced conversations
« Coaching Approach: Emphasis on learning, integration, and growth of the person
« Group Coaching: participants will engage in small group coaching to explore personal
throughts, support and inspire mutual learning, and design actions for integration into
their leadership

The 2026 Cohort will be facilitated by Loaves & Fishes Coach Training,
with Rev. Laurie Ferguson, Ph.D., PCC and Rev. Chip Low, PCC, ACTC.

Enrollees commit to attending an in-person retreat April 9-11, 2026 at Epworth By the
Sea, St. Simons Island, GA and six (6) monthly 1.5 hour sessions via zoom.

Spring Stated Meeting 5.19.26
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ROLL OF VOTING MEMBERS OF SAVANNAH PRESBYTERY

Ruling Elders (RE) of Savannah Presbytery congregations who are:
e Elected by their church session to be the commissioner to the stated meeting
o Members of the Savannah Presbytery Council
e Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs, CLPs, CPs)
e Certified Christian Educators who are also ruling elders

Minister Members (Teaching Elders - TE) of Savannah Presbytery who are:
e PCUSA Ministers in ministries validated by its Committee on Ministry
e PCUSA Minister Members At-Large not currently serving in validated ministries
e Honorably Retired by the PCUSA

D2L - DARKNESS TO LIGHT: STEWARDS OF CHILDREN REQUIREMENT: According to Savannah Presbytery policy
and the PCUSA Book of Order, the following must undergo certification every three years through a child abuse
prevention program to be “in good standing”: Ministers of Word and Sacrament (except those Honorably Retired
who are not in positions of service), Certified Christian Educators, Presbytery Staff, Commissioned Pastors,

Inquirers, Candidates, adults assisting Presbytery-sponsored child/youth events, and those on the Pulpit Supply

List.

*Reviewed annually by COM —temporary positions; non-church positions or outside PCUSA

Ruling Elder Commissioners of Savannah Presbytery Congregations

Commissioner
Allenhurst Presbyterian Church Allenhurst Samantha Lake
Altama Presbyterian Church Brunswick
Blackshear Presbyterian Church Blackshear
Brunswick Second Presbyterian Church Brunswick Elaine Griffin
Butler Memorial Presbyterian Church Savannah LaShanda Reid Wilson
First Presbyterian Church, Brunswick Brunswick
First Presbyterian Church, Darien Darien
First Presbyterian Church, Douglas Douglas
First Presbyterian Church, Eastman Eastman
First Presbyterian Church, Midway Midway
First Presbyterian Church, St. Marys St. Marys
First Presbyterian Church, Savannah Savannah
First Presbyterian Church, Statesboro Statesboro
Flemington Presbyterian Church Hinesville David Martin
Fort Frederica Presbyterian Church St. Simons Island
Grant Chapel Presbyterian Church Darien
Henry Memorial Presbyterian Church Dublin
Jekyll Presbyterian Community Church Jekyll
Jesup Presbyterian Church Jesup
McGregor Presbyterian Church Ailey
McRae Presbyterian Church McRae/Helena
Metter Presbyterian Church Metter
Montgomery Presbyterian Church Savannah
Peabody Heights Presbyterian Church Eastman
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church Richmond Hill LaJuana Jenkins
Skidaway Community Church Savannah Laurel McKeith
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St. Simons Presbyterian Church** St. Simons Island (1) Anna Henry (2)
Swainsboro Pres. Church/ La Iglesia Latina Swainsboro
Vidalia Presbyterian Church Vidalia
Washington Street Presbyterian Church Dublin Teretha Wright
White Bluff Presbyterian Church Savannah
Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church Savannah
**Congregations with 500 or more members may send two elected commissioners.
Ruling Elders and Presbytery Officers on the Council
Name Council Position Church D2L
Douglass, Omar Nominating Chair Brunswick 2nd --
Giuliano, Beth Mission Chair Montgomery 6/19/23
Griffin, Elaine Moderator-Elect Brunswick 2" --
Henderson, Ann Treasurer First, Statesboro 11/26/23
Nelms, Linda ETT Chair St. Simons -
Stein, Marti Moderator, S&F Chair First, Savannah -
Commissioned Pastors (CPs) | Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs)
Name and Church Commission Commission Granted D2L
of Membership
*Beverly, Charlie- Commissioned Pastor, 5/21/24 (3 yr) 10/9/24
Midway First Midway First PC
*Buckner, Louis- Kairos Prison Ministry 12/12/23 (3 yr) 6/19/23
Montgomery
*Cheek, Karen- First | Commissioned Pastor, First 11/6/25 (3 yr) 6/19/23
Eastman Eastman
*Denmark, Rodney - | Commissioned Pastor, 2/5/26 6/19/23
Richmond Hill Presbytery-At-Large
*Fuller, Rodney- Commissioned Pastor, 10/2/25 (3 yr) 7/16/24
Midway First Presbytery-At-Large
*Giuliano, Beth- Commissioned Pastor for 11/6/25 (3 yr) 6/19/23
Montgomery Congregational Care,
Montgomery
*Grace, Danny- Commissioned Pastor, 9/4/2025 (3 yr) 1/16/24
Fort Frederica Presbytery-At-Large
*Muntford, David, Commissioned Pastor, 4/1/2026 (3 yr)
Peabody Heights Peabody Heights
*Tanon, Eddie- Commissioned Pastor, 2/16/2026 (3 yr) 1/15/25
Altama Presbytery-At-Large
*Watson, Randy- Commissioned Pastor, 10/15/24 (3 yr) Excused 5/18/24
Altama Altama
*Wilson, John — Commissioned Pastor, First 2/5/26 10/6/24
Richmond Hill Brunswick
Ruling Elders Who Are Certified Christian Educators
Church D2L
Shearouse, Allison First, Savannah 9/1/23
Ministers in Validated Ministry
Validated Ministry D2L
Beasley, Rev. Ben 1) Installed Pastor, Allenhurst 1/19/23
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2) Interim Associate Dir. of Pastoral and Ecclesial
Care, SP
Belles, Rev. Dr. Cathy Installed Pastor, Henry Memorial Excused 8/22/23
*Bordeaux, Rev. Dr. Nelle Associate Minister for Outreach and New 1/13/24
Members, Wesley Monumental UMC
*Cramer, Rev. Dr. Bert (HR) Stated Pastor, Jekyll 8/22/23
*Craven, Rev. Doug (HR) Part-Time Stated Pastor, First Darien 6/19/23
*Dilley, Rev. Don (HR) Stated Pastor, Frederica 3/4/24
*Douylliez, Rick (HR) Interim Pastor, Moultrie, GA (Flint River 6/19/23
Presbytery)
el-Shair, Rev. Dr. Jamil Installed Part-Time Pastor, Altama 6/9/23
*Fletcher, Rev. Stuart Parish Associate for English Ministries, Savannah 2/1/24
Korean
*George, Rev. Mark Stated Pastor, Metter 6/19/23
Giuliano, Rev. Dr. Mark Installed Pastor, Montgomery 6/19/23
Hauerwas, Rev. Dr. Jon Installed Pastor, Skidaway Community 4/28/23
*Jackson, Rev. Jim Interim Associate Pastor, St. Simons 3/18/24
*Jackson, Rev. Dr. Kim Interim/Transitional Pastor, First Savannah 10/9/25
*Johnston, Rev. Dr. Mike Interim Pastor, First St. Marys 3/19/26
*McKenna, Rev. Josh Stated Pastor, Flemington 10/13/24
Meeker, Rev. Andy (1) Installed Pastor, Wilmington Island 6/19/23
(2) Assoc. Stated Clerk/Parliamentarian, SP
*Rhodes, Rev. Matt CPE Supervisor, Northwell Health, NY 9/3/24
Rhodes, Rev. Rachel Installed Pastor, St. Simons 1/30/23
Robertson, Rev. Stephen Installed Pastor, Butler Memorial 6/19/23
*Ruehl, Rev. Dr. John Stated Pastor, White Bluff 6/19/23
*Silva, Rev. Ozeas Organizing Pastor/Evangelist, 11/8/24
La Iglesia Latina/Swainsboro
*Strength, Rev. Deanie Stated Clerk/ Director of Administration/ Director 6/19/23
of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care (Inteirm), SP
*Waters, Rev. Dana Ministry Relations Officer - Southeast Region, 12/15/22
Presbyterian Foundation
Williams, Rev. Hampton Installed Pastor, Blackshear 6/19/23
*Williams, Stephen Interim Pastor, Richmond Hill 6/19/23
*Yu, Rev. Choongyun Pastor, Immanuel Korean Presbyterian Church of 1/28/24
Hinesville (KPCA)
*Indicates positions which require an annual review by the COM.
Minister Members At-Large
Residence D2L
*Brink, George Rustdal Blackheath,South Africa Out of Contact
*Knauf, Rev. Dr. Diane Salisbury, NC (Pastor, John Calvin Excused 1/19/25
Presbyterian Church, Salem
Presbytery as of 3/25/26. Diane was
received into Salem Presbytery on
5/12/26 — COM will approve
transfer at its June meeting.
*Noyes, Chris Brunswick, GA Excused 2/12/24
*Pope, Craig Brunswick, GA Excused 1/24/25
*Williams, Claire Savannah, GA 2/21/24
*Indicates positions which require an annual review by the COM.
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Honorably Retired Ministers Not Serving in Validated Ministries

Residence D2L

Ayers, Ed Savannah, GA 7/5/24
Bressler, John Statesboro, GA NA
Briscoe, Jann St. Simons Island, GA NA
Dixon, Calvin Midway, GA NA
Dunlap, Tom Jesup, GA NA
Grice, Richard Jesup, GA NA
Hays, Rick Douglas, GA NA
Jinkins, Michael St. Simons Island, GA NA
Kennon, Larry Covington, GA Outside bounds NA
Kizzia, Michael Mooresville, NC Outside bounds NA
Knowles, Mark Opelika, AL Outside bounds NA
Lovin, Diane St. Simons Island, GA NA
McDaniel, Wayne Dublin, GA NA
Merrill, Bob St. Simons Island, GA 8/6/24
Morgan, Bob Savannah, GA 6/19/23
Mueller, Tom Pinehurst, NC Outside bounds NA
Platt, Bill Chesapeake, VA Outside bounds NA
Porter, Ricky Dublin, GA 6/19/23
Schlich, Carl St. Simons Island, GA NA
Tisinger, Steve Savannah, GA NA
Troost, George Allenhurst, GA NA

Voting Parity

RE Commissioners from congregations 33

RE Serving on Council or as presbytery officers 4

RE Commissioned Ruling Elders/ Lay Pastors 10

RE Certified Christian Educators 1

Total Voting REs — 48

TE in Validated Ministries 26

TE Members at Large 4
TE Honorably Retired 24*
Total Voting TEs 54
*Only 4-6 of Honorably Retired ministers are usually present and voting

VOICE BUT NO VOTE

Temporary Members of Savannah Presbytery (Pastors of Other Denominations Serving in Our Bounds)

Denomination | Position D2L
Jenkins, Rev. Lainie Disciples Interim Pastor, FPC Statesboro 12/8/22
McDonald, Rev. Dr. Carl umc Interim Pastor, FPC Douglas 8/22/23
Sapp, Rev. James UMC Interim Pastor, Jesup

Staff

Position D2L
Douylliez, Cathy MKP Ecology Fund Director 4/12/23
Giovannini, Christelle Accountant/ Financial Administrator 8/24/23
Harris, Marlo Hybrid Tech Coordinator 5/1/23
Susie, Marty Director of Mission and Program Advancement 8/22/23
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Inquirers and Candidates

Status Church of Current D2L
Membership
English, Michaela Inquirer First Statesboro Student, Columbia
(1/8/26) Theo. Seminary
Duncan, Ann Candidate Altama Staff Chaplain, 8/1/23
(10/20/25) UVA Health
(Charlottesville,VA)
Williams, Stuart Candidate First Savannah CPE, Atlanta 10/8/24
(10/17/23)
Trained Ruling Elders-TREs
Elders trained to administer communion in their congregation and beyond - COM approved.
Church COM Approval D2L
Brand, Mike Vidalia 5/21/24 9/23/24
Douglass, Odet Brunswick Second 5/7/26
Griffin, Elaine Brunswick Second 5/7/27
Kaneiwa, Barbara Wilmington Island 5/21/24 8/1/23
Lake, Samantha Allenhurst 5/7/26
Shearouse, Allison First Savannah 5/7/26 9/1/23

Presbytery Positions

“As near as possible, committees shall consist of an equal number of Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders,
and members shall reflect the diversity of the presbytery in geographic location, size of congregation,
gender, age, and racial and ethnic identity. — Savannah Presbytery Operations Manual 4

Stated Clerk (3 yr term — 10/26)
Treasurer (3rd 3-yr term - 2/29)

TE Deanie Strength, Sav Presbytery
RE Ann Henderson, First Statesboro

Presbytery Council

Officers:
Council Chair RE Marti Stein, First Savannah (2.27)
Moderator: TE John Ruehl, White Bluff (2.27)

Moderator Elect:
Committee Chairs:

RE Elaine Griffin, Brunswick Second (2.27)

COM
CPM

Education/ Training

TE Ben Beasley, Allenhurst
TE Stephen Robertson, Butler Memorial
RE Linda Nelms, St. Simons

Mission RE/CP Beth Giuliano, Montgomery
Nominating RE Omar Douglass, Brunswick Second
Personnel TE Jon Hauerwas, Skidaway
Stewardship/Finance RE Marti Stein, First Savannah
At Large:
TE TE Hampton Williams, Blackshear
5TE/ 5 RE

Up to 6 members at large for equity and inclusion
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Council Task Force Chairs:
Racial Justice Ministry Team — RE Mary Simpson, Wilmington Island

Council Ex-Officio Staff:
Director of Administration/Stated Clerk/ Interim Director of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care —
TE Deanie Strength, Savannah Presbytery
Associate Stated Clerk/Parliamentarian — TE Andy Meeker, Wilmington Island
Interim Assoc. Dir. of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care — TE Ben Beasley, Allenhurst
Dir. of Mission and Program Advancement — Marty Susie, Wilmington Island
Treasurer - Ann Henderson, First Statesboro
PW Moderator (12.31.27) — RE Barbara Riddle, Henry Memorial

COUNCIL APPOINTED TEAMS AND TASK FORCES

Racial Justice Ministry Team/RJMT (Formed 8/27/20) — RE Mary Simpson
RE Doty Dunn, First Statesboro,; TE Jamil el-Shair, Altama; RE Johnye Gillians, Butler; TE Bob
Morgan, Honorably Retired; RE Al Mullice, Butler; Sara Rupnik, Jekyll; RE Mary Simpson,
Wilmington Island; Deacon Ellen Smith, St. Simons; TE Deanie Strength, Director of
Administration/Stated Clerk; RE Johnnie Washington, Grant Chapel
Ex-Officio Staff: Marty Susie
Drum Majors for Justice: Hermina Glass-Hill, Midway, Roberta Pringle, Butler

Self-Development of People/SDOP (Approved by PCUSA 12/2023) — Not active; new committee may
be formed if interest
Ex-Officio Staff: Marty Susie

COMMITTEES

Stewardship & Finance/S&F —RE Marti Stein
2/2027: RE Candace Christian, Henry Memorial (2); TE John Ruehl, White Bluff (Moderator)
2/2028: TE Dana Waters, Validated; RE Elaine Griffin, Brunswick Second (Moderator-Elect)
10/2028: RE Larry Koch, First Savannah
2/2029: RE Jean Strong, Skidaway
5/2029: RE Marti Stein, First Savannah (2), RE/CP John Wilson, First Brunswick

Ex-Officio Staff: Ann Henderson, Deanie Strength, Andy Meeker
6 members plus Moderator and Moderator-Elect

Personnel Committee — TE Jon Hauerwas
5/2027: RE Debbie Hornsby, Skidaway Community
10/2028: RE Sue Burdette, Wilmington Island; RE Michael Johnson, St. Simons
2/2029: TE Jon Hauerwas, Skidaway
Ex-Officio Staff: TE Deanie Strength
3 members plus Chair of Council (Approval 2.20.26 for 4 members to allow Jon Hauerwas to
continue serving as Chair)

Nominating Committee — RE Omar Douglass (RE Rick Douylliez following Spring Stated Meeting)
5/2027: RE Anna Henry, St. Simons
10/2028: TE Rick Douylliez, First Moultrie; RE Johnye Gillans, Butler
5/2029: TE Claire Williams, MAL; RE/CP Rodney Denmark, (Richmond Hill) Commissioned to
Presbytery-at-Large
Ex Officio Staff: TE Deanie Strength
5 members, one from each district
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Committee on Ministry (COM) — TE Ben Beasley (Non-Voting)
2/2027: RE Charles Webb, First Statesboro
5/2027: RE Kelly Weber-Brand, Vidalia
10/2027: RE Eileen Bayens, First Statesboro; RE/CP Randy Watson, Altama
2/2028: RE Cheryl Capers, Butler; RE/CP Rodney Fuller, Savannah Presbytery;
5/2028: TE Josh McKenna, Flemington
2/2029: RE/CP Louis Buckner, Kairos Prison Ministry; TE Doug Craven, First Darien; TE Mark
George, Metter
5/2029: TE Mike Johnston, First St. Marys; RE Philip Saussy, St. Simons;

Ex Officio Staff: TE Ben Beasley, TE Deanie Strength
14 members

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) — TE-Stephen Robertson
10/2027: TE Rachel Rhodes, St. Simons
10/2028: RE Katie Hogan, Henry Memorial; RE Mickey Johnson, First Savannah
2/2029: RE/CP Charlie Beverly, Midway First
5/2029: TE Stephen Robertson, Butler (2)
Ex Officio Staff: TE Deanie Strength
5 members (3 TE and 2 RE)

Mission Committee — RE/CP Beth Giuliano
10/2026: RE Rebecca O’Neal, Grant Chapel (Wishes to end after 15t year of a 2" term)
2/2028: RE/CP Beth Giuliano, Montgomery (2)
10/2028: RE Teria Flowers, Brunswick Second (2)
2/2029: RE/CP Eddie Tanon, Brunswick; TE Kim Jackson, First Savannah
5/2029: RE Melissa Miles, First Savannah
Ex Officio Staff: Marty Susie
6 members

Education and Training Team (ETT) — TE Linda Nelms
2/2028: RE/CCE Allison Shearouse, First Savannah (2)
5/2026: RE Linda Nelms, St. Simons (2)
2/2029: Deacon Kira Waters, First Savannah
Sub-Committee Members: RE/CP Rodney Denmark, Richmond Hill/ Commissioned Pastor to
Presbytery-At-Large; TE Jamil el-Shair, Altama,; Cathy Bellest
Ex Officio Staff: Marty Susie
Event Directors:

Montreat Youth Conference Trip Susan Parrish, Staff, First Statesboro
Chair, School of Laity Committee RE Ella Kent, St. Simons

Summer Camp Leader RE/CP Jimmy Giriffin, First Brunswick
FEC Director Deacon Shantell Robertson, Butler

Faith Enrichment Conference Committee:

RE Rodney Fuller (Grant Chapel/ Commissioned Pastor to Presbytery-At-Large), TRE
Barbara Kaneiwa (Wilmington Island), TE Ricky Porter (Washington Street), Deacon
Shantell Robertson (Butler), RE Sarah Vohringer (Wilmington Island), Marty Susie
(Director of Mission and Program Advancement)

School of the Laity Committee:
CRE Nancy Bertrand (Beersheba — outside of Savannah Presbytery), RE Sue Burdette
(Wilmington Island), Cyncelia el-Shair (Altama), Bain Head (St. Simons), RE Katie Hogan
(Henry Memorial), Linda Nelms (St. Simons), RE Mary Simpson (Wilmington Island),
Marty Susie (Director of Mission and Program Advancement)

3 members plus event directors
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Committee on Representation/COR — RE Odet Douglass
5/2027: RE David Woodburn, Henry Memorial (Secretary) (2)
5/2028: RE Odet Douglass, Brunswick Second Presbyterian (2)
2/2029: TE Nelle Bordeaux, Wesley Monumental UMC

Ex Officio Staff: TE Deanie Strength
3 members, one from each district

MK Pentecost Ecology Fund Committee — RE Catherine McCrary
2/2027: RE Karen Evans, Skidaway
2/2028: RE Fred Griffith, St. Simons; RE Charlotte Keenoy, First Savannah (2); RE Fran
Stephens, First St. Marys; RE Dan Walters, First Savannah
10/2028: RE Karen Summers, St. Simons; TE Don Dilley, Fort Frederica
2/2029: Ed Torgersen, First St. Marys, RE Catherine McCrary, St. Simons (2); RE Marti Schriver,
First Statesboro (2)
Ex Officio: Cathy Douylliez, First St. Marys (MKP Coordinator)
10 members
Synod of South Atlantic Commissioners
12/2027(1st 2-year term): RE Commissioner: RE/CCE Allison Shearouse, First Savannah
12/2028 (1st 2-year term): TE Commissioner: TE John Ruehl, White Bluff

Synod Permanent Judicial Commission (2028- 6 year term): TE Calvin Dixon, HR

From the Operations Manual of the Synod of South Atlantic - “... Each presbytery shall elect two
commissioners: one Minister of the Word and Sacrament and one Ruling Elder, giving consideration to
the issue of representation and inclusiveness as required by the Book of Order.

Commissioners to Synod shall serve terms of two (2) years, with presbyteries electing commissioners on
a rotating schedule every two years . Commissioners may be re-elected to full or partial terms but are
limited to no more than six (6) consecutive years of service . “ The Synod requests that the classes of
our commissioners conclude in odd-numbered years.

Permanent Judicial Commission — RE Laurel McKeith, Moderator

10/2027: RE Laurel McKeith, Skidaway (2)

5/2029: RE Johnye Gillans, Butler

10/2029: RE/CP Louis Buckner, Kairos Prison Ministry (2); TE Carl Schlich, HR (2)
2/2030: RE Bonnie Roberts, St. Simons, RE Penny Moore, Altama

2/2031: TE Ed Ayers, HR; TE Bob Morgan, HR

2/2032: TE Dana Waters, Validated Ministry

Ex Officio Staff: TE Deanie Strength

9 members — 2 added by Council in 2024

“Each permanent judicial commission shall be composed of ministers of the Word and Sacrament
and ruling elders in umbers as nearly equal as possible with the principles for the election of a
nominating entity required by G-3.0111 and in conformity to the church’s commitment to unity in
diversity (F-1.0403). When the permanent judicial commission consists of an odd number of
members, the additional member may be either a minister of the Word and Sacrament or a ruling
elder.” (D-3.0101a) Presbytery commissions shall be composed of no fewer than seven
members, with no more than one of its ruling elder members from any one of its constituent
congregations.” (D-3.0101c)
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Note: The full term of a PJC member is 6 years. Those indicating a second term were in that
position before the printing of the 2023 Book of Order which states that “a person who has served
more than half a term is considered to have served a full term and is ineligible for immediate
reelection.” (D-3.0203a) In their election at the Spring Stated Meeting of 2023 it was stated that
their term would be 3 years.

Former Members of SP PJC Who Could Be Called on to Make Quorum:

Orion Douglass, Brunswick Second (2010-2016)

Al Mullice, Butler (2012-2018)

Cam Patterson, First Savannah (2019-2025) — May not serve again until 10/2027
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Washington Street Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
975 South Washington Street

Post Office Box 1908
Dublin, GA 31040

April 22,2026

Dear Savannah Presbytery,

As Clerk of Session, I am writing this letter on behalf of Washington Street Presbyterian
Church, Dublin, GA.

The church has owned and maintained a manse since 1960. The manse was used by several
pastors who served as leaders of the church. As time progressed and customs changed, the
manse was no longer used to house the pastor. The church began to rent the manse for a source
of income and satisfy a shortage of affordable housing in a declining neighborhood.

Several tenants have lived in the manse over the years but for the past two years the current
tenant has not lived up to his financial obligations, and the house needs major repairs. On|
Wednesday, April 15, 2026, WSPC session voted unanimously to sell the manse for the value
identified by a realtor, if the way be clear.

WSPC session also voted to disperse assets from the sale of the manse in the following manner:

local projects10%, investments 40%, and church physical improvements 50%. The WSPC
congregation was informed to this decision at the Congregational Meeting, April 19, 2026.

We are asking the Savannah Presbytery to give Washington Street Presbyterian Church
permission to sell the manse.

Peace and love,

Lois Stroman,

Clerk of Session

Spring Stated Meeting 5.19.26
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Mr. Calvin G. Dixon
135 Arlen Drive
Midway, GA 31320
January 27, 2026

Mr. Hakeem Jeffries: Minority Leader
430 S. Capitol St., SE
Washington, DC 20003

Re: A call for the Resignation of President Donald Trump.
Dear Sir Jeffries:

This is a copy of an email sent to you and some of your fellow elected officials:
Republicans/Democrats/Independents

My dear fellow servants of the people: my name is Calvin Dixon, a retired united
Presbyterian minister and retired US Army Afghanistan Veteran.

First: | served almost 28 years in the service of my country; we were fired upon by the
enemy on a number of occasions. My soldiers, civilians, and contractors made it, but
some did not return. Inspite of the deaths, hurt, pain, weeping, physical, mental, and
psychological injuries, most of us returned. If | had to do it | would gladly do it because |
love my country the USA.
Second, please read the following scripture and reflect upon them:

Romans 13:1-8. Micah 6: 6-8

Amos: 3:20-27 Ephesians 4:17-19

Third, it is time for Independents, Republicans, and Democrats to come and reason
together!! It time for you as a governing body to stand up for justice, righteousness,
love, peace, and the rule of law never forgetting the constitution and the Bible, the
guiding star for our nation. The Phophet Amos stated that how can you walk together
unless you agree.

Fourth, those unrighteousness and lawlessness officers in Minneapolis should
immediately be removed before other citizens people are hurt and killed!!!

Finally, I, Calvin G. Dixon, recommend that members of US House Representatives and
the US Senate call for the resignation of President Donald Trump because of his mental,
emotional, moral, ethical, and spiritual inability to lead our Democratic Republic.

Sincerely,

CH(LTC), Calvin G. Dixon, Retired, US Army
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Distribution of Congregations and Ministers

Installed Church
Ministers
Beasley, Ben
Belles, Cathy
El-Shair ,Jamil
Giuliano, Mark
Hauerwas, Jon
Meeker, Andy
Rhodes, Rachel
Robertson, Stephen
Williams, Hampton

Contracted/Stated
Church Ministers
Bordeaux, Nelle
Cramer, Bert
Craven, Doug
Dilley, Don
Douylliez, Rick
Fletcher, Stuart
George, Mark
Jackson, Jim
Jackson, Kim
Johnston, Mike
McKenna, Josh
Ruehl, John

Silva, Ozeas

Yu, Choongyun

Ministers Not Serving
Churches (Validated,
Members at Large
Rhodes, Matt - VM
Strength, Deanie - VM
Waters, Dana - VM

Knauf, Diane - MAL
Noyes, Chris - MAL
Pope, Craig -MAL
Williams, Claire — MAL

Spring Stated Meeting 5.19.26

Honorably Retired
Ministers — Not Serving
Ayers, Ed-HR
Bressler, John -HR
Briscoe, Jann-HR
Dixon, Calvin-HR
Dunlap, Tom-HR
Grice, Richard-HR
Hays, Rick-HR
Jinkins, Michael-HR
Kennon, Larry-HR
Kizzia, Michael-HR
Knowles, Mark-HR
Lovin, Diane-HR
McDaniel, Wayne-HR
Merrill, Bob-HR
Morgan, Bob-HR
Mueller, Tom-HR
Platt, Bill-HR

Porter, Ricky-HR
Schlich, Carl-HR
Tisinger, Steve-HR
Troost, George-HR
Williams, Stephen-HR

Commissioned and
Trained Ruling Elders
Beverly, Charlie - CRE

Buckner, Louis - CRE
Cheek, Karen - CRE
Denmark, Rodney - CRE
Fuller, Rodney - CRE
Giuliano, Beth - CRE
Grace, Danny - CRE
Tanon, Eddie - CRE
Watson, Randy - CRE
Wilson, John — CRE

Kaneiwa, Barbara — TRE
Brand, Michael — TRE

Churches with 150 or
More Members

First Savannah

First Statesboro
Skidaway

St. Simons

Wilmington Island

Churches with 50-149
Members
Blackshear

First Brunswick
First Douglas
Butler Memorial
First St. Marys
Flemington

Henry Memorial
Jesup, Montgomery
Richmond Hill
Vidalia

White Bluff

Churches with Less than
49 Members
McGregor
Allenhurst

Altama

Brunswick Second
First Darien

Fort Frederica
Grant Chapel
Washington Street
First Eastman

La Iglesia Latina
Peabody Heights
Jekyll Community
McRae

Metter

Midway
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Savannah Presbytery
Christ Church Legacy Grant Fund
Application

Mission of Savannah Presbytery
Engaging, encouraging, and equipping:
Serving the Church of Jesus Christ in Southeast Georgia

Purpose of Grant Program:

The Christ Church Legacy Grant Fund was established with property sale proceeds
following the dissolution of Christ Presbyterian Church (Pooler) on October 9, 2022 after
13 years of faithful ministry as a congregation of Savannah Presbytery. Annual grants
within Savannah Presbytery are to innovate, enliven and strengthen churches and
ministries. Grants are offered:

1) to cultivate community partnerships and peacemaking efforts

2) to help those seeking to try something new in meeting missional needs and those
seeking to make viable, for a long-term, those ministries that are proving
beneficial.

3) to provide for physical structures and equipment in churches. Emergency needs
will also be considered.

Applicants:

Any member congregation of Savannah Presbytery may apply for grants. Those which
are active within the life of the presbytery, including supporting its ministry financially,
will be given preference. The Grant Committee will also be favorably inclined towards
grant applications which show congregations partnering and sharing resources. Note:
The PCUSA Board of Pensions will grant $40,000 to churches in shared ministry. Any
entity of the presbytery may also apply such as committees and task forces.

Applications from a church require endorsement by the session. Applications from
presbytery entities will be forwarded to presbytery leadership for comment prior to
consideration by the Grant Committee. Recipients will acknowledge the Savannah
Presbytery wherever project/program funding is mentioned.

Program Administration:

The program will be administered through an application program conducted by the
Stewardship & Finance Committee.
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Corpus:

Funds are held in an investment account with the Presbyterian Foundation.

Annual Amount of Funds to Grant:

This grant program is intended to be an annual ongoing program. The Stewardship &
Finance Committee decides annually the amount of funds available to be granted. The
maximum annual draw from an investment would be 5% calculated on an average of
the previous twelve quarters. The determination might be made in January based on the
market. Ordinarily, funds will be drawn from the market quarterly but the Grant
Committee can work with individual recipients to meet their schedule for payment.

Grant Committee:

The committee would be composed of four members of the Stewardship & Finance
Committee — two members of the committee and the Presbytery Moderator and Council
Moderator. The committee members would each serve for two years and the terms
would be staggered. The Treasurer will staff the grant committee.

Grant Application Deadlines: Ordinarily, the application period will run between the
Winter and Spring Stated Meetings with grants allocated by the Fall Stated meeting.

Grant Criteria:

Ordinarily,

Grants are one-time gifts but the committee might consider phasing.
Congregations/ entities receiving funding will not be eligible again for three years
At least half of the project funding must be met by the church or other source
Applicant churches should be able to provide the committee a copy of the
previous year’s Annual Financial Review or a certificate of completion of a
financial literacy course such as one offered by the Presbyterian Foundation
(Pastoral leader, Clerk, Treasurer, and one other member must participate).

A site visit may be made by the grant committee.

Grants are capped at $15,000.

Follow-Up:

Measurable data to be provided includes before and after photos, if applicable
Self-Evaluation

Remission of Funds:
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Grants will not be remitted directly to individual persons but rather to the applying
church. The presbytery will coordinate remission with presbytery entities receiving
funds on a case-by-case basis.

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026
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Savannah Presbytery
Christ Church Legacy Grant Program

CHURCH APPLICATION

Name of Church:

Project/Program Contact:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Email:

Project Title:

Brief Project Summary (2-3 Sentences)

Grant Amount Requested:

Other Funding, if any (Source, Amount):

Attachments

Detailed Project Description (Attach additional pages if needed, to include
Need for Project, Expected Results, and Hoped for Benefits and Impacts, Time

Frame Needed to Complete Project, etc)

Detailed Cost Estimate for Project (Letterhead if applicable, Source of
additional funding, Explanation of how cost was derived)

Letter from Session Supporting the Grant Application

Documents Committing any Additional Funding

Pastor/Session Moderator

Clerk

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026
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Savannah Presbytery
Christ Church Grant Program

PRESBYTERY ENTITY APPLICATION

Name of Church:

Project/Program Coordinator:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Email:

Project Title:

Brief Project Summary (2-3 Sentences)
Grant Amount Requested:

Other Funding, if any (Source, Amount):
Attachments

Detailed Project Description (Attach additional pages if needed, to include

Need for Project, Expected Results, and Hoped for Benefits and Impacts, etc.

Time Frame Needed to Complete Project)

Detailed Cost Estimate for Project (Letterhead if Applicable, Source of
additional funding, Explanation of how cost was derived)

Letter from Presbytery Staff Supporting the Entity

Documents Committing any Additional Funding

Presbytery Entity Leader

Presbytery Staff

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026
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PHONE

404-395-2147

EMAIL

ada@sspres.org
adawynn1986@gmail.com

SKILLY

Communication

Adobe Design Programs
Weh Design
Videography

Graphic Design
Employee Engagement
Market Research
Community Outreach
Problem Solver

Metrics Driven
Interpersonal Skill
Organized Multi-Tasker

EDUCATION

Georgia State University
(BBA), Marketing = (2010 - 2012)

Georgia State University
Minor in Philosophy « (2010 - 2012)

Kennesaw State University
Marketing = (2007 - 2010)

Oglethorpe University
Philosophy « (2006 - 2006)

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026

ADA OWENS

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

ABOUT

I am first and foremost a mom to three awesome boys, a role that
shapes how | approach both life and ministry. | serve as the
Director of Communications at Saint Simons Preshyterian Church,
where | help share the life of the church through storytelling,
design, and connection. | hold a degree in Marketing with a minor
in Philosophy from Georgia State University. Before joining the
church staff in September 2018, my husband, Graham, and |
worked together as owners of CJ's Pizza in the Village. When I'm
not redesigning the church website, creating videos, or designing
ads for church events, | enjoy family time, volunteering in the
community, tackling small home improvement projects, and
hosting friends around the table.

WORK EXPERIENCE

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Director of Communications (2018-Present)

As the Director of Communications and Marketing at our
thriving Presbyterian church, | have a diverse range of
responsibilities that allow me to showcase my creativity and
strategic skills. | handle graphic design, manage our
website, create engaging weekly newsletters, manage our
social media accounts, capture important moments through
videography and photography, and design various
marketing materials. One of my favorite projects is
brainstorming and designing our annual magazine, where |
get to bring our church's stories and events to life. It's an
exciting and fulfilling role that allows me to make a
meaningful impact on our community!

CJ'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Co-Owner (2012-Present)

| also continue to support our family business, CJ's Italian
Restaurant on St. Simons Island. While I'm no longer
involved in the day-to-day operations full time, my role now
focuses on bookkeeping, hiring, marketing, and advertising.
I help behind the scenes to keep things running smoothly,
contribute creative ideas, and support the long-term health
of the business. It's meaningful work that keeps me
connected to something Graham and | built together and to
the community we serve.
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Annual COM Review Schedule of Validated Ministries, Stated/Temporary Ministries,

Commissioned Pastors, and Trained Ruling Elder

Month Reviewees COM Review Team

January TE Doug Craven TE Josh McKenna (IC)
TE Diane Knauf
Rev. James Sapp (UMC)
RE/CP Beth Giuliano

February TE Choongyun Yu RE Cheryl Capers (IC)
Rev. Carl McDonald (UMC) RE/CP Lou Buckner
TE Mike Johnston
TE Stephen Williams

March TRE Elaine Griffin RE Charles Webb (IC)
TRE Odet Douglass RE/CP Randy Watson (RS)
TRE Allison Shearouse
TRE Samantha Lake

April TE Jim Jackson RE Eileen Bayens (IC)
TE Bert Cramer RE/CP Rodney Fuller (RS)
TE Matt Rhodes
TE John Ruehl

May TE Josh McKenna TE Doug Craven (RS)
TRE Barbara Kaneiwa
RE/CP John Wilson

June TE Dana Waters RE Kelly Weber-Brand (IC)
RE/CP Rodney Denmark TE Mark George (RS)
TE Chris Noyes

July TE Stuart Fletcher RE/CP Lou Buckner (IC)
TE Craig Pope TE Josh McKenna (RS)
RE/CP Karen Cheek

August RE/CP Rodney Fuller RE Barbara Kaneiwa (IC)
RE/CP “Randy” Watson RE Cheryl Capers (RS)
TRE Mike Brand

September | RE/CP Danny Grace RE/CP Randy Watson (IC)
TE Nelle Bordeaux RE Charles Webb (RS)
TE Rick Douylliez

October RE/CP Eddie Tanon RE/CP Rodney Fuller (IC)
RE/CP Charlie Beverly RE Eileen Bayens (RS)
TE Don Dilley,

November | TE Mark George TE Mark George (IC)
Rev. Lanie Jenkins (Disciples) RE Barbara Kaneiwa (RS)
TE Ozeas da Silva

December | RE/CP Louis Buckner TE Doug Craven (IC)

TE Claire Williams
TE Kim Jackson

RE Kelly Weber-Brand (RS)

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026
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MY STATEMENT OF FAITH
By Odet L. Dougl ass

My statement of faith, what I believe in at its core, stems from my understanding of what is read
and recited every Sunday during church services at Brunswick Second. Like most, because of the
repetition beginning at a young age, I can state this affirmation with my eyes closed. However,
my understanding of what it truly means to recite these words became aware to me later in life
after more study and reflection. As for demonstrating a reformed understanding of Baptism and
Communion (i.e., the only two Sacraments recognized in the Reformed Church), they are “a
visible sign and seal of an invisible grace”1. That is to say, Baptism and Communion are
physical, demonstrative acts that reinforce our connection and devotion to Jesus Christ by
following his commands. These are visible actions that Jesus Christ called his followers (us) to
do in essence to remember Him and to show the world (or proclaim to others) the mark as a
follower of Christ. These actions allow His followers (by believing in Him or by faith) to receive
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Only through God’s grace and mercy, are we able to be
redeemed.

1 I credit this phrase to Rev. Rick Douylliez who taught the Elements of Worship class at the
School of Laity.

When I was approached about administering the Sacrament of Communion for my church at
Brunswick Second, I was hesitant. To me, Communion is a sacred practice and a practice that |
take seriously and the thought of having to not only partake in the Lord’s Supper but to be a
vessel in distributing it to others made/makes me a little nervous. Scripture says before we
partake in the Lord’s Supper, we are to examine ourselves for without discernment, we risk
judgment on ourselves. The last thing I want to do is to partake the Lord’s Supper in an
unworthy manner, especially in a position of leading others, so it was/is important to me to make
sure that I am in a place to lead in a worthy manner and truly examine myself for this
undertaking and will continue to do so. I have faith that God is leading me throughout this
process and though my initial reaction was hesitancy and nervousness, I know that God is using
those feelings in me for his greater purpose for me. So I trust in that. I have confidence in that.

I believe in God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ) and God the Holy Spirit — the one triune
God. Through Scripture (the Bible), we receive the Word proclaimed. (John 1:1). Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

(1 believe in one God, who is | oving, al | kno
heaven and Earth)

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;

(1! believe in Jesus Christ who is the Savior
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
(1 beli eve Jesus i s b auffdied UnderlPdntyus Pdate,was oneified,n d f u |

dead, and buried.
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(1 believe that Jesus was condemned, suffered
He descended into hell.

(1 believe Jesus conquered death)

The third day he rose again from the dead.

(1 believe he rose from the dead and i n the r
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

(1 believe in Jesus and in al/l of His glory a
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

(1 believe in Christds reign and judgement oV

be judged)
I believe in the Holy Ghost*, the holy catholic Church**, the communion of saints**, the
forgiveness of sins***, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*meaning belief in the third person of the Tri
**meaning the univéalslal b&€hiresve¢in ani chdesiths Chr i
*** meaning the belief in Godds grace and merc
**** meaning the belief and hope of eternal [

ELAINE GRIFFIN
BRUNSWICK SECOND PRESBYTERIAN
BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH - 3/16/2026

¢ | believe in the Triune God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — who is universally sovereign,
whom | exclusively trust and serve, to whom | wholly belong, and from whose love | am
inseparable.

e | believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God, fully human and fully God, conceived by the Holy
Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary, who died on the cross as a substitute for our sins.

e | believe that Jesus reigns eternally and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from whence He shall judge the living and the dead.

e | believe in the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.

e | believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal renewer of life.

e | believe in the universal Christian Church (“the Holy Catholic Church”).

e | believe that we as humans, although originally created by God in His image, have become
impossibly sinful by nature and are wholly dependent upon God’s salvation by grace alone —
justified by grace (and not works) through faith alone, in Christ alone.

e | believe in the two Sacraments recognized in the Reformed Church: Baptism and Holy
Communion. The Sacraments are a visible sign and seal of an invisible grace. They confirm
what is taught in Scripture and reflect Christ's explicit commands to "go and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit",

and to "do this in remembrance of me".

¢ | believe that the Holy Bible is the inspired and authoritative Word of God, through which He
reveals His character, His covenants and His plan of salvation, Jesus Christ.

e | believe that my chief purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, seeking His influence
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in every area of life and living a life of joyful gratitude for the salvation | have received by His
grace.

¢ | believe we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves, and honor God when we do so.
¢ | believe we are called to pray without ceasing.

¢ | believe that the “greatest of these” will always be love.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Statement of Faith
by Samantha Lake

| believe that God is the beginning and the end, and sent his only son to die for our sins. | believe
in the Trinity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit to me, among
other things, is the angel that sits on my shoulder and reminds me to make good choices. When
making those choices, | am to look to Jesus for my answers, and those answers can be found in
the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word, and our guide to life. It is filled with lessons and laws. Because
I am human, I sin every day, even when reading the Word. However, I take comfort in knowing
that I am forgiven by God’s grace alone.

| believe that the Sacraments, of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are visual signs of the grace that
Jesus grants me. In the Lord’s Supper, we recognize our shortcomings and remember that Jesus
died for us. For everybody. Through Baptism we show our commitment to follow Jesus. When
baptizing children, we acknowledge that they are children of God, and collectively commit to
raising them in the Church.

My faith has led me to serve as the liturgist on Communion Sundays. On those Sundays, the
children remain in worship, and we all take part in the Lord’s Supper. | believe this is helping my
own children, as well as others in the congregation, to already have an understanding at a
younger age of what the Sacraments represent. | have grown up in the church that | attend, and
it has always been a part of my life, give or take those times | have strayed or attended elsewhere.
After having a family of my own, | became more involved in my home church and haven’t looked
back. The Church represents family to me. It represents HOME.
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Commissioning of Lay Pastors and Trained Ruling Elders

A Service of Worship

The moderator and those who are to be commissioned are invited to gather at the baptismal
font which is filled with water. The moderator leads the people:

We, who are many, are one body in Christ, Romans 12:5-8
and individually we are members one of another.

We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:

prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence;

the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The call of Christ is to willing, dedicated discipleship. Our discipleship is a manifestation of the
new life we enter through baptism. Discipleship is both a gift and a commitment, an offering and
a responsibility.

We are called by God to be the church of Jesus Christ, a sign in the world today of what God
intends for all humankind.

The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine
worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition
of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.

The moderator continues:

The Savannah Presbytery is satisfied that Elders Odet Douglass and Elaine Griffin of
Brunswick Second Presbyterian Church, Allison Shearouse of First Presbyterian Church
of Savannah, and Samantha Lake of Allenhurst Presbyterian Church have met all
requirements and completed all preparations prescribed in the Constitution

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to administer communion within their congregations as
Trained Ruling Elders.

We now commission them as Trained Ruling Elders to serve in and for the ministry of the
Gospel:

The Stated Clerk continues:

Odet, Elaine, Allison, and Samantha, the grace bestowed on you in baptism is sufficient for
your calling because it is God’s grace. By God’s grace we are saved and enabled to grow in the
faith and to commit our lives in ways that serve Christ.
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God has called you to particular service. Show your purpose by answering these questions
from the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and
Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit?

| do.

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal,
and God’s Word to you?

| do.

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as
expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led
by those confessions as you lead the people of God?

I do and I will.

Will you fulfill your commission in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?

1 will.

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject
to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?

I will.
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors,
and work for the reconciliation of the world?

I will.

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?

Winter Stated Meeting 2.20.2026

54



| do.

Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?

I will.

Will you be a faithful commissioned lay pastor, watching over the people, providing
for their worship? In your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of
Jesus Christ?

I will, with God’s help.
The Chair of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry offers a prayer:

Almighty God, in every age You have chosen servants to speak your Word and lead your loyal
people. We thank you for Odet, Elaine, Allison, and Samantha whom you have called to serve
your Church as Trained Ruling Elders within Savannah Presbytery. Give them gifts to do their
particular work. Fill them with your Holy Spirit, so that they may have the same mind that was in
Christ Jesus, and be faithful disciples throughout life.

The Chair of the Committee on Ministry offers a prayer:

God of grace, in baptism you have called us to a common ministry as ambassadors of Christ,
trusting us with the message of reconciliation. Give us courage and discipline to follow where
your servants rightly lead us, that together we may declare your wonderful deeds and show your
love to the world; through Jesus Christ the Lord of all. Amen.

The moderator greets those being commissioned:

On behalf of the Savannah Presbytery, | welcome you to this ministry. Our Stated Clerk will now
place upon you the stole of the Trained Ruling Elder. May God's Holy Spirit empower you in the
ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

From Book of Occasional Services, copyright 1999 by the Presbyterian Church Corporation on
behalf of the Office of Theology and Worship.
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