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Transitional General Presbyter's Corner
"It Started with a Handshake"
He held out his hand, and for a millisecond, I hesitated. Here’s what went through my mind
in that millisecond: What’s he doing? Why is that hand there? Danger, danger, danger, it’s
not safe, and finally, ‘Oh yeah, he’s been vaccinated and so have I’. l grabbed his hand and
gladly shook it. Human touch was back. Life was approaching normal!
As a therapist, I have attended many ethics and liability workshops where they have
cautioned against touching clients, and yes, even shaking hands. As a pastor, I have shaken
thousands of hands, especially at the door of the sanctuary or in a fellowship hall. For me
greeting someone during the midst of the COVID epidemic was a challenge. Dumbing down
to a fist or elbow bump just didn’t seem natural! Gradually, it became the preferred greeting
for me and everyone else.
Handshaking as a greeting is a global gesture that transcends most cultural
boundaries. Archeology shows us that the Assyrians and Babylonians shook hands in 9 th
century BC. The Greeks practiced it in the 5th century. Muslim scholars write that it was
introduced by the people of Yemen. And, there are variations of it throughout the modern
world. It has various meanings depending on the occasion, but basically, it is an expression of
peace (shalom) or welcome.
In the New Testament (I Peter 5:14, I Thessalonians 5:26, 2nd Corinthians 13:12, 1st
Corinthians 16:20) among some of the early churches, it was common to greet with a “holy
kiss” or “kiss of love, or peace”). In Christian fellowships today, there is something about
touching – shaking hands, hugging, a hand on the shoulder, a kiss on the cheek (oops, let’s not
go there!) that conveys the oneness in Christ that other gestures may fail to convey.
I am aware that we are not yet on the other side of COVID 19 and its alphabet of
variables. Not only that, some of our Christian sisters and brothers have not been
vaccinated. Therefore, when it comes to “loving our neighbors as ourselves”, in Christian
fellowships, unless we know the person we greet has been vaccinated, it may be wise to stick
with words of peace and a fist bump. Or, a gesture that I find more meaningful, is a variation
used in Morocco where a kiss on each cheek is often the norm. The gesture is that of placing
your hand over your heart as you greet someone in holy love. (Then, perhaps, bump them
with your elbow!)
However you choose to greet someone, please be mindful that we are not out of the woods
quite yet. In many places, the epidemic is on the rise. Let’s continue to make our houses of
worship safe places for all.
Peace, Gratitude, and Blessings,
Alan Baroody
Transitional General Presbyter

From the Stated Clerk's Desk
Hope all of the Clerks of Session are working on checking out their partner’s session
minutes! Deadline is October 1, and it will be here before you know it!
You can now reach the Stated Clerk by calling the presbytery office telephone number, 800616-3671. You will be directed to the appropriate extension!
I am now in the process of readying Savannah Presbytery meeting minutes for review by the
Synod of South Atlantic, so all of us clerk-types are doing what, I am sure, we love the most in
these days!
Stay in touch!
Rev. Proctor Chambless
Stated Clerk

Stewardship and Finance Committee
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program
Recently the presbytery’s Stewardship & Finance Committee had an informative
Zoom session with Clare Lewis, vice president of sales and marketing for the
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (PILP). PILP is a non-profit
organization that has been in existence for 26 years providing low-cost loans to
congregations, governing bodies, and related entities of the PC(USA).
Types of PILP loans include:
Capital projects such as new construction or purchase of buildings and
property, renovations, and property repair
Consolidation of and refinancing of current debts
Special purposes such as “restore and creation” loans, accessibility loans
(improving physical, auditory, visual aspects of church setting), safety and
technology loans (pew modifications, air filtration, technology, new
software, training), and manse allowance for high-income areas
Most loans are 20-year loans which are provided at lower costs and with no
origination fees, no points, and no prepayment penalties. Loans must be
approved by a congregation’s presbytery but the presbytery does not have to
guarantee the loan – church members may also fulfill this role. PILP offers free
consultation services to help congregations self-identify if a loan is advisable and
then works with them on an agreement. Considerations include:
How much of a loan can the congregation service?
Is there stable leadership?
Can the core ratios (cash flow, capital campaigns, etc.) support a loan?
PILP also offers an operating line of credit for short term cash flow or a capital
line of credit to churches, camps/conference centers, presbyteries, etc. Interest
rates range from 3-4% according to the type of funds being used. $450,000 is the
maximum amount of a loan from PILP endowment funds held with the
Presbyterian Foundation with there being some restrictions on these funds.
The PILP raises funds for lending by selling interest bearing notes and the
Savannah Presbytery holds one of these. PILP is a good place to start if your
congregation is contemplating an endeavor requiring new funds. More
information can be found on their website:

The Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (PILP)

Montreat Youth Conference
Our youth are home from the most amazing week at the Montreat Youth Conference. Twenty
three youth & leaders from the Savannah Presbytery attended week 1; First Statesboro, First
Savannah, Henry Memorial & Wilmington Island Presbyterian were all represented.
The theme for the week was "Called to Connect" with leadership from Taylor Lewis Guthrie
Hartman and Amos Diasa.
We hope that you enjoy these photos which show just a glimpse into this wonderful week!

Summer Camp
2021 Savannah Presbytery Summer Camp was a BLAST!

News from Our Churches
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church
You're invited to a Potluck lunch at Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church on July 11th outside
following the 11am worship service. The church will provide meat and drinks and everyone is
welcome to join whether they bring a side or not!

Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church
Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Georgia, is looking for a part-time
Youth Director who loves Jesus and loves working with young people. The Youth Director
would work with a team of volunteers and other staff to strengthen our outreach that
encourages our youth, their friends and their families to connect with God and others through
various small groups, programs, and events. We want someone who is welcoming, authentic
and supportive; someone who has knowledge of the Bible and Reformed faith (and who wants
to learn more!); someone who is energetic, flexible and organized; someone who wants to
grow in their own faith even as they help the youth grow in theirs. If any of this sounds like
you, and you would like to see the job description, please contact Rev. Andy Meeker
(revmeeker@hotmail.com; 912-658-2496) to begin a conversation.
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