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New Testament Survey

This course focuses on what constitutes faithful Christian worship and explores
the theological underpinnings of the key elements of worship including
scripture, confession, prayer, music, sacraments, and sermon. Participants will
learn to think critically about each element of worship and will dive into some
tenets within Reformed theology.

This course is an introduction to the wisdom literature of ancient Israel, especially the books of
Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. Our goals are to consider the definition and key characteristics of
wisdom; to develop a familiarity with the background, forms, content, theologies, and interpretive
issues of the wisdom texts; and to reflect on the place of wisdom in the Christian Scriptures.
Furthermore, we will explore the relevance of wisdom’s perspectives for contemporary preaching,
teaching, and theological reflection in Christian communities.

Essential Elements of Worship

    ELECTIVE: THE TREE OF LIFE; 
      An Introduction to the Wisdom Literature of Ancient Israel.

This course will survey the New Testament scriptures and explore the inspiration,
authorship, context, and criteria used to determine which books became part of
our canon. Participants will develop a deeper understanding of NT themes and
early Christian theology and examine how contemporary Christians interpret 
Old Testament (Hebrew) scriptures through a Christian lens.
Pre-course assignment: Participants are required to acquire 
The New Testament, A Student’s Introduction by Stephen L.
Harris and read the text alongside the New Testament in their
Bibles. Led by Rev. Cathy Belles, pastor of Henry Memorial
Presbyterian Church, Dublin, GA.

Pre-course assignment: Participants are required to read A
More Profound Alleluia; Theology and Worship in Harmony by
Leanne Van Dyk. The course is led by Rev. Rick Douylliez,
Savannah Presbytery’s Director of Pastoral and Ecclesial Care
and longtime pastor of First Presbyterian, St. Marys, GA.

Balentine, Wisdom Literature. Core Biblical Studies, Abingdon, 2018; William P.
Brown, Wisdom’s Wonder: Character, Creation, and Crisis in the Bible’s Wisdom
Literature. Eerdmans, 2014. Led by Dr. Christine Yoder, Senior Vice President and
Dean of Faculty and J. McDowell Richards Professor of Biblical Interpretation at
Columbia Theological Seminary.

Pre-course assignment: To read Proverbs, Job & Ecclesiastes and make note of what stands out to you,
what surprises you, how you would describe each book to someone who had never read it how the
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books are similar and how they are different. Additional recommended reading: Samuel E. 


