May 2021 Newsletter
Transitional General Presbyter's Corner
It appears that we may be on the downward slope, as far as the Coronavirus is
concerned. Savannah Presbytery (like all of us) have learned so much on the uphill COVID
climb! Here are a few of the lessons that I have witnessed so far on our journey:
First and foremost, we’ve stayed together as a Community of Faith. We’ve walked
apart-together, resisting the pressures around us, following the CDC’s guidelines.
Even though many other churches remained unmasked and open, we’ve refused to
be counted among the “super spreaders”.
Though challenging to our historical understanding of how church works, we’ve
learned to Zoom, YouTube, Facebook Live, Vimeo, and even telephone church! As
Presbyterians we pride ourselves on education, so for well over a year we have
challenged ourselves to use the virtual world so we could continue to tend to our
church schools and worship life. We continue to grow in faith by attending
webinars, and at times worship services with other congregations.
We’ve shown our love for others by wearing masks and socially distancing – 6 feet
that sometimes felt like miles. We may have bumped fists or elbows but sadly, no
hugs. Face to face visits with children, grandchildren or other loved ones who lived
at a distance were prohibited. We’ve prayed and grieved together, not only for
ourselves but for the many thousands who’ve lacked human touch and fellowship or
died alone without a hand to hold.
As a presbytery we follow the science. When it was safe to become hybrid we did
so. When it wasn’t we set politics aside and stayed virtual.
Pastors with congregations of 40-50 parishioners found themselves preaching to a
congregation of 200-250 as extended family members and even strangers from
other states “joined” with them in worship!
Even in this odd environment, tithes and offerings in Savannah Presbytery’s
churches have remained steady and in some cases increased.
We followed the Book of Order until its practicality ended. We found unique ways to
continue the rituals that bind us together; baptism, communion, the ordination of
church officers, and congregational and presbytery meetings.
We hummed in our heads with masks on our faces and learned to clean and keep
our church house sanitized, even in ways our mommas never taught us!
You can probably think of many additional lessons learned and we need to remember
them. Though we may be on the downward slope of the COVID-19 continuum, new
challenges still arise and the deaths (581,000 and counting) continue. Our generation
never truly knew the meaning of a plague. And, though many of us have been vaccinated,

we continue to wear masks and distance, knowing we can still be carriers and a danger to
others. We continue to practice loving our neighbors as ourselves.
As your Transitional General Presbyter, I want to thank all of you for being faithful, for
continuing “church” and remaining safe. I also want to encourage all of the lay members of
Savannah Presbytery to give thanks, not only to God, but also to our pastors. Our pastors
have learned to become technicians as well as theologians, and like many of you, they have
home- schooled children, worked from home, lost loved ones and still persevere. The
stress of congregational care during these difficult days has taken its toll, both physically
and mentally. To learn more about what pastors have experienced, register for our 7:00
PM May 18 meeting of Savannah Presbytery. The guest preacher for our service of worship
will be the Rev. Steve McCutchen. His sermon topic is “Pastoral Stress During Troubling
Times.”
Blessings, Peace and Gratitude,
Rev. Alan Baroody
Transitional General Presbyter
Savannah Presbytery

From the Desk of the Stated Clerk
Greetings to all the laborers in the vineyard! Here are a few items for your consideration:
Information has been sent to Clerks of Session to prepare session minutes to be
reviewed by a peer from another church. Clerks of Session have been paired for this
process. The deadline for completion of reading minutes from 2020 is October 1,
2021. Please encourage one another to get this task completed!
I have sent a link to Clerks of Session for a training series that was developed by
Coastal Carolina Presbytery for clerks. I hope each of the clerks and perhaps along
with their moderators will take advantage of this free, as you are able, educational
opportunity.
The next meeting of Savannah Presbytery will be on Tuesday, May 18, at 7:00p via
ZOOM. Please make sure your congregation is represented! Make sure your session
appoints a commissioner(s) according to the number you are allowed.
The 2019 Minutes of Savannah Presbytery have been bound and a copy has been
sent to the Synod of South Atlantic.
Thanks again for your faithful service! Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need.
Grace and Peace,
Proctor Chambless
Stated Clerk
Savannah Presbytery

Spring Stated Meeting of the Savannah Presbytery
Please mark you calendars now for the Spring Stated Meeting of the Savannah Presbytery
which will be held via Zoom on Tuesday evening, May 18, 2021. Online registration will
begin at 6:30 PM with the opening prayer and call to order following at 7:00 PM. Worship
will be led by members of the Committee on Ministry along with the Rev. Stephen P.
McCutchan, writer, humorist, and advocate for care of clergy who will preach.
Please find the link to register for the meeting below
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpfuGoqT4rGNECWW2lfW0QBhVtH4SDXh7q

School of the Laity
Since 1988, Savannah Presbytery has offered the J. Richard Bass School of the Laity, a
specialty program that has strengthened the faith and equipped the leadership of more
than 320 graduates throughout our presbytery (and beyond). Over the past few years,
courses have been opened to persons who would like to engage in single classes as well as
to those who commit to the full, two-year program, allowing them to participate as their
schedules and interests permit. In response to the recent pandemic, Savannah Presbytery
moved this program online, which has the benefit of making our courses accessible to a
wider audience. Here is the line-up of our June 2021 course offerings. We invite you to
join us!

June 25-27, 2021
A new cohort begins in June for the
School of the Laity and we would love to
have you join us! The deadline to Register
is June 1st.
Not ready to join a cohort, that is
okay, courses are open to
EVERYONE!
This June we will offer both an Intro to the
Bible class as well as a Reformed Theology
class.
INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE: Participants will survey the literature, history, and
faith of the people of Israel as recorded in the Old Testament and the new Israel of God as
described in the New Testament. They will examine key elements of the narrative, become
sensitive to the overall shape of the material and explore how the church of Jesus Christ
has come to view its history and itself. This course will be led by Dr. Bob Bryant, Professor
of Bible at Presbyterian College and favorite SOL faculty member of many years.
REFORMED THEOLOGY: Spiritual Grounding for our Turbulent Times A fresh
understanding and foundational knowledge of the central tenets of our tradition, such as
the authority of Scripture, the unconditional nature of grace, the sovereignty of God, the
priesthood of all believers, and, yes, predestination. This course will be led by Rev. Joanna
Adams, a preacher and teacher who graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary, has
pastored churches, begun multiple non-profits and who recently serves on boards of
Skyland Trail and One Hundred Miles.
Friday Schedule:
I. 6:45 PM Log onto Zoom
II. 7-9:00 PM
Saturday Schedule:
I. 8:30-11:45 AM
II. 12:50-3:50 PM
III. 4:00-5:30 PM
Sunday Schedule:
IV. 8:30-11:45 AM
V. 12:45-3:15 PM
Registration Forms are available at www.savannahpresbytery.org
Questions? Contact Marty Susie, SOL Registrar, at msusie1@savannahpresbytery.org

Summer Camp
Reminder that camp registration closes on May 3rd and

space is limited!
For more information check out the brochure here!

News from Our Churches
Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church

First Presbyterian Church of St. Marys
First Presbyterian of St. Marys held an extraordinarily successful retreat on April 1617 at a nearby retreat center, Honey Creek. The retreat was designed for church
leaders (officers, session and diaconate) to focus on where they have been in their
past as a congregation, where they are now in coming out of a pandemic and, at the
same time, embracing bold, substantive and adaptive change to ensure future
success in serving the spiritual needs of the congregation and community.
The leader of the retreat, Sonya O’Neal, kept the entire 23 attendees very actively
engaged through activities and small-group discussions. With her vast experience as
a past vice-president at Thornwell and a seasoned trainer, as well as a therapist,
Sonya pulled off a small miracle---no yawns, grumbles, or clock watching were
observed!
By Saturday afternoon’s close, a solid base of ideas in the key areas of Worship,
Education, Mission and Community was formulated as the foundation for further
examination. The ideas and thoughts will be discussed in at least three follow-up
dinners with a path toward coming up with plans for expanding and updating

approaches in all the four key areas.
It was especially appropriate that the retreat, with its start in looking back at past
congregational life and worship, was held at that particular time because the church
celebrated its 213th anniversary over the weekend.

First Presbyterian Church of St. Marys
RHPC will be having a potluck lunch on Sunday, May 23, to celebrate
Pentecost! Details are still pending, so anyone interested is welcome to
email the church office at office@rhpchurch.com

First Presbyterian Church of Statesboro
The prayer shawl ministry was started at FPC Statesboro by our Mission team in honor of
Brownee Walton. You can find more information on this national ministry here:
https://shawlministry.com
Anyone interested in more information about our shawl ministry may contact Lori
Spinner at lorispinner15@gmail.com or Patty at pmoooreaprn@gmail.com. The prayer
shawl ministry has been meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2 PM. Just this
month they started meeting in person at the pavilion. Meeting in person is not required,
however. They have had zoom meetings and do a great deal of communicating via group
emails. The group keeps each other posted on progress, ideas for recipients, and sharing of
resources/info. The members would love to see the ministry grow. Currently, the FPC
prayer shawl ministry has provided shawls within our church community (and extended
church family); however, our goal is to provide shawls at the cancer center in Statesboro
and the dialysis center (once they are open to receiving outside items -- they are currently
under covid restrictions).

St. Simons Presbyterian Church
Congratulations Thomas and Rev.
Annie Arvin!
We share in celebration with Thomas and Annie
Arvin on the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth
“Elsie” Jane Arvin, who was born on Tuesday,
April 20. Elsie was welcomed with great joy by
her older sister, Molly Claire.

Susie King Taylor Exhibit

The month of April is significant for the Susie King Taylor Women's Institute and Ecology
Center. Annually, we celebrate April 13th as Freedom Day because it is the day that
fourteen year old Susie King Taylor escaped from plantation slavery on Isle of Wight (now

Midway) in Liberty County, Georgia during the Civil War. She became a nurse and the first
federally funded African American teacher in the state of Georgia.
After the war, the Geechee-born Taylor returned to Georgia with her husband, Sgt.
Edward King, and she opened three schools for formerly enslaved African Americans
between Savannah and Midway. Tragedy visited her just six months after returning.
Edward died. After Reconstruction, she was unable to earn a living in the South and in
1874 she migrated to Boston, Massachusetts for economic reasons. However, she returned
to Midway in 1879 to marry her second husband, Russell Taylor, at her family church
[add] - Midway Temple Presbyterian Church, formerly Knox Presbytery. In 1902, she
wrote a self-published autobiography, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33rd
United States Colored Troops, offering details of the war from a Black woman's
perspective.
For her heroism, bravery, courage, and trailblazing leadership before, during, and after the
American Civil War Susie King Taylor is celebrated nationally at the National Museum of
African American History and Culture and on the Boston Women's Heritage Trail in
Massachusetts. Now, Susie will be celebrated and honored in her home state, in her
birthplace in Liberty County, Georgia!
The exhibit titled SUSIE KING TAYLOR: Our Town, Our Geechee Heroine of
Freedom, Our American Patriot of Liberty is a partnership between the Liberty
County Historical Society. The exhibit is groundbreaking for the historical society, too. It
is the first time in the organization's fifty-four year history that the historical society has
curated an African American exhibit.
The exhibit brings Susie King Taylor and her story to life in an imaginative and tangible
way. The executive director, Hermina Glass-Hill, is the exhibit curator and she has been
dreaming about this moment for more than twelve years. "Susie King Taylor was a
contemporary of Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross as well as Harriet
Tubman. They all met as nurses during the Civil War at the Union Hospital in Beaufort, S.
C. But somehow her story became an understory and got lost in American history until she
wrote it herself in 1902. Now is her time. The sole mission of the Susie King Taylor
Women's Institute and Ecology Center is to elevate her story and to champion the coastal
natural resources that have sustained African-descended people in America since the
1600s."
The Grand Opening of SUSIE KING TAYLOR: Our Town, Our Geechee Heroine of
Freedom, Our American Patriot of Liberty is April 24, 2021 at the Liberty County
Historical Society. Due to COVID-19 guidelines, online Reservations are Required. Masks
are mandatory. To make a reservation, please visit www.susiekingtaylorinstitute.org
We hope you will join us in celebrating our namesake, Susie King Taylor - our Geechee
Heroine of Freedom, Our American Patriot of Liberty!







