
Pre-course Assignments

Savannah Presbytery School of the Laity

Included Materials

• Old Testament Survey
• History, Mission & Polity

• Spiritual Discernment Narrative

Compiled for participant convenience.
Please review all materials prior to class.



OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

Pre-course Assignment

The Old Testament is the principal text for this class.

Also recommended is:

The Old Testament: A Concise Introduction
Brent Strawn

(Routledge, 2019)
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SAVANNAH PRESBYTERY SCHOOL OF THE LAITY: 
HISTORY, MISSION, AND POLITY 

October 3-4, 2026 
 

Instructor: John Wilkinson, john.wilkinson@pcusa.org 

Course Description: 

This course will help participants learn to think theologically and holistically as they explore 
Presbyterian ecclesiology – our theology of the church. As they connect issues of theology and 
polity, they will be better equipped to address specific issues and practices in church life.  
Attention will be given to mission and ministry in American Presbyterianism, particularly as it is 
reflected in the Book of Confessions and Book of Order. 
 

Course Objectives: 

• To help participants understand the historical and theological foundations of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and how these inform our practices of ministry. 

• To acquaint participants to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Book of Confessions and 
Book of Order and how they help shape the ministry and mission of the church. 

• To help participants explore leadership and participation in the governance of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and to encourage critical and creative thinking in decision 
making in the life of the church.  

Required Pre-Course Reading: 

1. Gray, Joan S. and Joyce C. Tucker, Presbyterian Polity for Church Leaders, 4th edition, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2012.  

(Focus on Introduction, and chapters 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 

2. Wilton, Carlos E., Principles of Presbyterian Polity, newly updated, Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2016. 

(Focus on Introduction, and chapters 1 – 11, 13 

You may order from PC(USA) Store www.pcusastore.com or Amazon   

  

3. Book of Order 2025-2027  

The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, pages 1-15 

Form of Government, pages 19 – 22, 27 – 37, 39 – 40, 45 – 64 

4. Book of Confessions, Study Edition, revised, Westminster John Knox, 2017 

Read: Introduction for each confession 

 Appendix A: The Confessional Nature of the Church, pages 433-455 

Read Nicene Creed, Apostles’ Creed, Shorter Catechism, Theological Declaration 
of Barmen, Confession of Belhar, A Brief Statement of Faith in entirety. 

 Scots Confession: 3.05, 3.16, 3.18, 3.25 

mailto:john.wilkinson@pcusa.org
http://www.pcusastore.com/
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 Heidelberg Catechism: 4.054, 4.103 

 Second Helvetic Confession: 5-124 – 5.168, 5.211 – 5.217, 5.243 – 5.244, 

 Westminster Confession of Faith: 6.140 – 6.145, 6.169 – 6.176 

 Confession of 1967: 9.31 – 9.42, 9.48 – 9.52 

You may order from the PC(USA) Store 

5. Review the following from the Presbyterian Historical Society website:  
Timeline of Presbyterian History in America: 

https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-presbyterian-history-in-america--
ogoSFqdtmsxwumZf9xHHiukQ  

Presbyterian Family Connections: 
https://phs-app-media.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/theme-
assets/presbyterian_family_connections_ocr_2mb.pdf  

 
 
*** 

As you do your reading and participate in the life of your congregation and presbytery, begin 
compiling a list of questions and topics. 
 
“I wonder why…” 
 
“Our church does ___. I wonder what the Book of Order says about that.” 
 
And so forth… 

https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-presbyterian-history-in-america--ogoSFqdtmsxwumZf9xHHiukQ
https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-presbyterian-history-in-america--ogoSFqdtmsxwumZf9xHHiukQ
https://phs-app-media.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/theme-assets/presbyterian_family_connections_ocr_2mb.pdf
https://phs-app-media.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/theme-assets/presbyterian_family_connections_ocr_2mb.pdf


Pre-course Assignment:  

Spiritual Discernment Narrative 

Think of a time in your life when you faced a significant choice or decision, and the way 
forward was unclear or contested. This wasn't a simple choice between two good options; 
it was a moment where your sense of self, your values, or your future felt deeply involved. 

Write 300-500 words reflecting on this story, focusing on the following questions: 

1. Describe the situation and the immediate tension. What were the options before
you, and why did each option feel both compelling and potentially problematic?

2. What internal voices or feelings were loudest?

3. What external voices or resources did you consult?  Were there any points of
conflict in the process?

4. Did you find your mind or heart being changed?  Were there any surprises?
Disappointments?

5. What was the final outcome or choice?

6. Looking back now, what is the deepest wisdom or insight you can draw from this
experience? Even if the outcome wasn't what you hoped for, what did the process
of navigating that moment teach you about yourself, your faith, or how you make
choices?

Please bring this written reflection with you to the retreat. It will serve as a foundational 
story for our work together on spiritual discernment. 

ELECTIVE COURSE ASSIGNMENT 
“Go to a land I will show you:” The Surprising Practice 

of Spiritual Discernment 




